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THIS-N'-THAT

As soon as the current crop of fantasy books diminighes in volume,
informal method of listing them;

turn to our older,

we shall re-
for the present, however, it

is necessary to use the double-columned format end obbrevisted descriptions that
were used in the last issue, es it provides more titles per paia....

hdame, Samuel Hopkins: Flunder (Random
House, $3)., Gapitol Hill in 1950,
nnderson, Florence B.,: The Dlack Sail
(Crown, $3)s A novel of Greck mythol-
ogy, with magic mysticel rites, Gaod,
Conklin, Groff, ed.: a Tremsury of Sci-
gnce-Fiction (Crowm, £3), A fine short
story colluction, Ve rccommend it,
Dsrleth, sugust, od.: Strange Ports of
0all {Pollagrini « Cudshy, 3%). This
s~ anthology (20 titles) is evon better,
Fugsier, Michael: Cloyis (Dial, $2). &n
over-gducstod perrot providos a ribald
commentary on human beings, Borderline.
Gibran, Kehil: Nymphs of the Velloy (Knopf,
$22), 3 "fictional parables,"” one of
which is a fantasy. Dull; overpriced,
Hertloy, L, P.: The Travelling Grave snd
other stories (Arkham, $3). Tuelve ex-
cellent shorts, some prev, unpublished,
Heinlein, Rei.: Beyond ThisHorizon (Fan-
tasy Press, $3). Acceptable s-f novel,
Kellino, Pemele: Del Palma (Dutton, $3)
Mrs., Jemes Mason's version of the pos-
sopsion theme~~--and not bad, either, In
England it's A Lady Possessed,
Mannes, Marya: Messege from a Stranger
{Viking, $22). A well-planned exd -urit-
ten novel of life after death,
Merritt, A, & Bok, Hannes: The c
Yheel (New Collectors', $3).m5%
will bo reviewed in the next issue,
Mitechell, sfonald: Dan Ogen end tho Angel
Jos (Marper, $21), Adult fairy tale.
Owen, Welter: More Things in Heaven (Da-
kers, 10/6), An ancient curse and an
Lgyptian sect of priests in the world
of today, Reminiscent of She,
Pargeter, Zdith: By This St e Fire
{Reynal & Hitchcock, m._ “ﬁg;n’?i_f
time; back to the 17th century in +the

manner of Before I Go Hence, Good,
Phibbs, Richard:

ied in the Coumy
(Allen & Vingete, 7565. Ji‘%l'l?_fore.
Pinckney, Joscphine: Great Mischief (Vik-
ing, $3), A dreeming druggist in 1890
Charleston becomss a sorcsrer. kmnsing,

Pratt, Theodore: Mr. ,’J_.‘jr_ly_r_t_ll.g'_s Tro.
(Duoll, Sloamne & Tiurce, ,2%). ibout a
strange, fantastic journey. Very good,
Priestly, J. B.: Jennv Villiers (ileine-
menn, 10/6). Very minor inmtrusion of
the Berkeley Square theme. Borderline,
Reynolds, J. IL: Ths Irivate Life of
Henry Perkins (Crowell, $2). & quour
dream life is inspired by the influence
of & strange foreign coin. Well Jdoaw.
Richards, R.P.J.: The Blonde Goddess T
Pax, 10/~), Occult time-travelling,
Shiel, M,Pe: The Best Short Stories of i,
P, Shisl (Gollancz, 10/6), Worthwhilec,
Smith, E.Be: Triplanotery (Famtasy Fress,
¢3), So-so space opera.
Staniland, Meaburn: Beck to the Futuro
(Vane, 8/6). Satirical tale of the future,
Stone, Weldon: Devil Take a Vhittler (Rine-
hart, 92%), 4 folk tale of the Ozarks,
Stonier; Ge W.: The Liemod
(Grey %alls, 8/6), Life after death,
Strunsky, Simeon: Two Came to Towm (Dut-
ton, $3), Two of America's founding
fathers visit Wew York to see how the
country is getting on. TEntertaining,
Tallant, Robert: Mrs, Candy and Saturday
Night (Doubleday, %2%). The ghost of a
woman's dosd husband comes back te halp
her trap another man, Delightfull
Thorndike, Russell: The lster of the
tacabre (Rich & Cowan, 876). Ghost sto-
ries, a little on the gory side,
Ven Vogt, A.E,: The Book of Ptath (Fan-
tasy Press, $3). 4 rather inferior no-
vel of & 1944 man in 200,000,000 A. D,
Van Vogt, A.E.: The World of A (Simon &
Schuster, $21). Revision has improved
this work--~but it still remains mere-
ly pleasent entertaimnment, no classic.
Van Vogt, AJE. & Hull, Z.if,: Out of the
Unknowm (Fantasy Publishing Co., 4@%.
Six pleasant fantasy shorts,
Venning, Hugh: The End (Desmond & Step-
Wliion’ ?3). The end of *‘the world.
alker, Jerry: Mission Accomplished: &
novel a_fmnékﬁ*m TGosmos, 428,

Cosmos,
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MUSIC  IN THE WILDERNESS

THE UNPUBLISHED NOVELS OF DAVID H, KELLER

by
Paul Spencer

Widely and favorably known though he is es e writer of weird and scien-
tific fictipn, Dr., Keller has yet in his posseszion a number of novels which have
never seen print, Some informaetion on these may be found in his article "Unborn
Babies" (in the "Philcon" issue of Variant); having read several of these stories,
I feel that more detailed information will be of interest to Keller fans.

During the Nineteen-twenties Keller wrote over five thousand menuscript
pages of fiction. None was published at the time, and apparently Keller himssl:
mede little attempt to market it. He was learning to write, learning by the lz-
borious process of actually writing; his work of the period---most of it done u:-
der the pseudonym of "Henry Cecil'---seems to be entirely a labor of love, Trhe
stories were written once, then without revision handsomely bound and placed on
the good doctor's bookshelves,

Inevitaebly, these stories lack their author's later finesse. Some con-
tain curious stylistic eccentricities---experimente abandoned as Keller developed
his present style of short, cogent sentences, Nevertheless, despite their shori-
comings, such of these stories as I have read are all interesting, with Keller's
innatc skill much in evidence, I believe some are well worth publishing.

Perhaps the most powerful of these novels is The Fighting Voman, Like
most of the rest it is not a fantasy. There is no formal plot; the story is
simply the sage of a tremendous character---Dorothy Scherer, later Hrs, Calvin
Heisler. PBeginning during the Civil War, it carries this powerful figure through
decades of strenuous experience, up to the 1920's and the brink of the grave.
Dorothy is a determined woman, resolved to escape the fate which kept her motuer
a slave to her father and made her a drudge without joy or hepe. She ardently
longs for a business career, to gain wealth and thus escape the clutches of men,
whom she hates as tyrants, However, to save the honor of the family she is forced
to marry a suitor she despises, and she lives out a loveless life witn him---nev-
er resigned to her position of housewife, yet never escaping from it. The hus-
band is made a highly sympathetic figure, at first genuinely in love with Doro-
thy, then puzzled and hurt and finelly resigned as he discovers she hates him,

Dorothy's love for her first child, a daughter, blinds ner to her sec-
ond, the boy Paul, At the death of the daughter, however, she turns to her son,
giving him the love she has refused to the rest of the world. Her ideal is to
live alone with her son as a successful businesswoman. She oppeses his marriage;
then, after the death of her husband, wild with desire for Paul, sho murders his
wife. Paul discovers her guilt---buty feeling the wretchedness and despair that
lay behind the maniacal act, he keeps silent, In the end Dorothy ends her days
as the successful businesswoman she longed to be, loveless and alone,

The Fighting Woman, as you can see, is not a pleasant tale, It is a
fascinating one, however, and has flashes of delightfully dry humor, From start
to finish it is woven of the stuff of life., There is in it a good deal of pre-
sumably authentic local color, a vivid picture of the stiff-necked, sternly pi-
ous, thrifty- Pennsylvania Dutch; and a wealth of circumstantial detail which
mokes the historical periods dealt with stand out in sharp clarity, The leading
characters are well depicted, and in spite of its lack of ploi and suspense thre
story carries you along resistlessly from start to finish, There are moments of
powerful drama, but mostly the work is--~like 1life itself-~=-a series of minor in-~
cidents which, each insignificant alone, gradually build up a structure of gran-
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jte strength and dark grandeur, | -

8“;Thisx is, of %ourae, g first draft; revision is call?d for fz-'E‘;;idhatﬂ
certain insufficiently realized points end to smooth out stylls’_r.lc fc‘::-; : )
and there. Yet the weaknesses are all minor, and a small amount 0 tidying : D
would put the novel into first-class shape, Thus corrected, it would beha c: f"‘
ketable product, Certainly it deserves the effort needed to give it a chan or
ublication . .
2 Like The Fighting Yomen, Yamderers in Spain is largely autobiographi~
cal, Keller appears in tho former as Paul Heisler; in the 1attef_ he is an un-
nemed country doctor, This story seems to have been written has\:lly? the eaz_'ly
portions in particular show little invention, and are sadly lacking in narrative
skill. Later episodes, however, reveal the hand of the master,

The novel is a short one, dealing with the high-spots in a country doc-
tor's love-life, from childhood to middle-age, One of thess compris?s the bu]_.k
of the work, which reveels little information as to the doctor's medical experi-
ences or on any other facet of his life, The story is told inastrangé fashion,
almost verging on fantasy, People encountered there have no nemes, but are c§l-
led by descriptive titles such as “The Boy," "The Mater Dolorosa,"and so on, The
sction is narreted almost in the manner of a fable, and might be conceived of as
taking place anywhere or at any time, This and a certain rarificd beauty in the
style and imagery give the vwork a strange, unearthly quality. As with The Fight-
ing Woman, pover is gained in slow progression; after a slow, rather amateurish
start the story grows marvellously in originality, imagination and drematic eof-
fect., Some scenes breathe delicate, poetic loveliness; others have that simple,
stark dramatic quality which seems to be unique with Keller.

It takes some effort to relate the fable-creatures of Wanderers in Spain
to specific, actual people; indeed, I have never read anything quite like this
fairy-tale treatment of real life, But I enjoyed it very much, Whether it would
be enjoyed also by anyone not personally acquainted with the author or interest-
ed in his writings is something else again, Certainly as it stands the story is
hopeless from a publication standpoint, being hardly more than a crude, uneven
rough-gketch for a novel with an abrupt and inadequately motivated ending., Kel-

ler himself seems to consider it a pursly personal document never intended to
8ee print,

Typical of Dr. Keller's perhaps insufficiently appreciated versatility
is the contrast between the delicatc loveliness of Wanderers in Spein and thedark
mood of Dggpening Shedows. This latter novel is a nightmarish Extravaganza of
sexual perversion., (It has recently been revised, and is presumably on the mar=-
ket for publication.) Its main characters are Lilith and Guenevere, two lesbi-
ans; and the men whom, through a not-too~convincing coincidence, they marry~-=-
Ford, a valet who ia in love with a painting of a beautiful blonde, al:ld his em=
ployer, kontague James, a fashion~plate whose sexual aberrancy takes the form of
a passion for neckties. FKeller stirs the unholy mixture of these warped charace
ters and produces a dreadful but fascinating story that mounts swiftly to a ca-
tastrophic finasle, It is interesting to note that it took him more than a decade
to oonceive the present ending~-=-the first draft, deted 1927, breaks off abruptly
without ¢ formal close,

The novel is uneven in merit, and the plot rests on some highly improb-
able coincidencesy yet it is full of striking and very original scenes, James
meking 1ov? to his neckties is one memorable opisode; there is the rape of Guene-
vere, and its aftermath; e charming, humorous episcde dealing with gossip
about Jemes's marria_ge; and other chapters of impressive skill, Most admirable
of all, porhape---though to be oxpected of a paychiatrist---is the handling of

bacome strangely believeble and
powerfully delineated hellion Guenevere) almost like-

ff.h_? pervarta' peychology, These weird characters
(with the exception of the
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able, Nevertheless it must be admitted, I think, that the theme of The Deepen-
ing Shadows is not perfectly adapted to Keller's talents; but with certain reser-
vations, he makes of it a very striking and fascinating novel.

For the author in a lighter mood we turn to The Adorable Fool - -~which
provides a splendid big dose of the Keller brand of humor, It is a story of one
Jacob Hubler, a middle-aged genealogist with a passion for raising violets, who
goes to Alsace to trace dovm a branch of his family, While engaged in this pur-
suit he meots a young woman who impresses him, because of her disingenuous ques-
tions, ae being quite possibly a moron---but certainly a most charming person,
This young lady, the typical Keller type of irresistible schemer, goes to rather
extravagant lengths to lure the gullible, unsuspecting Hubler into her net. The
story is told by Hubler in the first person, and Keller has a wonderful time ex-
posing his almost childish simplicity and vanity through his own words, The char-
acter is made laughably absufd, yet is always kept sympathetic,

In one or two scenes, however, Hubler shows a contempt for t he Hezro
race which detracted a good deal from my enjoyment of those particular episoides,
Another fault I found was that the double surprise-twist at the end became obvi-
ous from a very early point in the story, In other respects, however, The fLdorz-
ble Fool is enormously entertaining, and I found myself fairly chortling with
glee over many especially delightful episodes, Porhaps the whole thing is bagi-
cally trivial---but in any case it's wonderful fun.

The Lady Ducideg is one of several stories reflecting Keller's ideali-
zation of Spain, The nero of this pleasant novel is a youth who goes to Spain
with the romantic idea of beinga troubadour, wandering the dusty roads with his
lute, singing, and searching for a Sleeping Princess to win, The Sleeping Prin-
cess turns up in the person of one Dona Angelica Gunseulis; she takes a fancy to
the idenlistic youth---as Keller's women so often do---ensnares him while he
thinks he is winning her on his own, Meantime, Angelica's friend Beatrice Casa-
nova has also met the would-be troubadour, She says to him:

"And, when you are old, and somewhat bent from your
work and worry, and you know that the Sleeping Princess has
once again fallen into a slumber that not even your lips can
waken her from, and the world grows cold frcm the wind sweep-
ing down from the Pyrenees, then---"

"What then?" I whispered.

"Then come back and see me, for I will be waiting
here in this same moonlit garden, and I have decided."

"What have you decided?"

"T have decided what I have decided, and now goodbye,
for T am tired and I cannot have you with me longer."

S0 our hero goes on his way, and ho marries the Sleeping Princess; but his lute
falls into disuse, and he sings no more songs. In the end, having aged consid-
erably and lost much of his idealism, ha returns to Dona Beatrice, and learns what
she has decided., It is a parable which will be familiar io Keller readers---one
of human life as he sees it, told with charm and skill,

Though not as brilliant as some of Keller's other efforts, The Lady De-
cides is enjoyable and entertaining., Especially noteworthy are some passages in
a kind of verbal montage, akin to stream-of-consciousness yet differont---an sl-
most unpunctuated series of sense-impressions which Keller handles very skillfully,
This technique socms excellently adapted for transitions depicting the pgssege o
time, and also for episodos of high emotional contont, such ‘as tho vory powerful
childbizth sconc, There is a slight fantasy element in the story, too: a little
brown-cled man keaps turning up at critical moments, and .seems to be a personi-

fication of morteiity. There is also some rather lovely euphemistic writing about

[— -
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death, in terms of the fabled land of Avalon---which may be c?nsldereg ﬁmﬁizgnzg
not, as the reader prefers, But for the most part the story is a mun ane
id in Spain~--and a very charming one it is. - B
ke pNow we come to ihe titlegmost likely to interest the mejority of fan-
tasy fans: Life Is What You leke It. Despite the soap—opera_sound gKellir ??eea
this could be improvet by retitling) this novel is replete w1t? delicatoly ov?;
1y fancies, which rise mirmculously out of the stuff of real life, Chiecfly, i
is a medieval romanco; but thereis a strong element of fantasy es well, center-
ing eround the Great God Pan and his offspring, human and otherwise. SoTe of Ehe
material was later used in Kellar's exquisite short story, "The Golden Bough.
The central character is the Princess i‘ercedes of Spain. For regsons
of polity, she is brought up by foster parents in ignorance of her royal birth,
Having been born (in a most beautiful first chapter) on a magic bed orgamented
with a dragon, she bears "dragon-blood," which guards its possessors agalnﬁ fear,
However, she is fed on the milk of a blue gomt---a race of animels allled.to the
mischisyous god Pan---and this introduces a wild strain in her. Thus her %1fe be-
comes & struggle between these two opposing forces. She takes one of Pan's human
children ms & lover; but she marries & common blucksmith., Through use of "the
mistietoe (thc magical Goldon Bough) she adventures in dreams with hor morc-than-
hupaa lover, and actually bears a child marked with the blood of Pan. The story
is full of exciting episodes---battles, a fight with a dragon, moments of taut
sucpanse---and passages of exquisitely beautiful writing.

fet2s splendid reading, Some of its pessages are equal in beabtytﬁ language and
thought tc eanything Keller has done. And, as suggested above, it all rests on a
basis of real human experience, and its inner meaning is applicable to 21l timog

and places. Properly revised, and with a more appropriate title, it

would Lo
well worthy of publication,

Perhaps its delicately imeginative nature makes it
unfit for the general public; but certainly it deserves at least a smell edition.
fantasy book publishers would do well to contact Dr, Keller about this,

In addition to the works dsscribed there are other unpublished novels,
such as Shadows and Reality, The Dream Journgy and The Gentle Pirate. The ibyss
and The Eiernal Conflict have not as yet eppeared, but havo been purchasod.

Tho mosi rocent of Keller's novels is The Homunculus,
ence-fiction story.

Homunculus, & humorous sci-
This I have not read, but Keller has described it to me at
some length, It secma to bo a sort of cxtravaganza, blended of setiro and sen-
timont, It has to do with a doctor and his wifo, who aro childless and getting
on in yoars, The doctor finds the formula by which Paracolsus creatod synthotic
life; ond he sets cbout making an-artificial baby. The repercussions of the ex-
periment are terrific---ond terrffically funny. Bspeciclly noteworthy, I judge,
is a quoted newspaper article~--o satire on Keller's own satire, in the form of
& tongue-in-cheek yarn about o pneumotic woman made of rubber, Keller's recital
of this story-within-o-story hud me helpless with almost hysterical glee. If the

remoinder lives up to that section, then this history of Bumble's Bottle
must be delightful indeed,

cnd innor meanings,

Babies
Yet I gather thot the novel also has its scrious side
I wos told, too, of o walloping surprise ending.

While reading these unpublished novels I wns struck by

severcl recur-
ring thomos,

In the first ploce, the autobiogrophical element is very sirong,
even in stories which could not possibly have boon tauken from Koller's oxpori-
ence, It wes mopt obvious im The Fighting Voman and danderers in Spoin, but all
of ths otheras contoined olements pleinly derived from Keller's own 1ife,
Furthermore, certain philosophic ideas occur again ond cgoin, One is
that froe will is an illusion; when we ore most convinced that we are shaping our
destinies, outer forcee acre renlly at work shaping them for ue, There is also
a preoccupntion with the relationship between the cremtive artist and society.
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Another repeated theme is the conflict between the sexes; still another, the crip-
pling end disillusioning qualities of experience and age, Perhaps all the sto-
ries we have described are simply different expressions of these same tasic ideas,
These unpublished works add to the evidence abundant in The Devil &ud
the Doctor, The Sign of the Burning Hart and several of the entries in Life Fver-
lasting that shows David H. Keller as a sincere and genuine literary artist.

w==000==~
KARIG, Walter

Zotz!

New York: Rinehart & Co., 1947, xiv-268pp. 20 cm. 822,

Review: To the Professor of Semitic Languages at St, Jude's Theclogical Semirary
(of all people!) comes a strange, evil-eye-like power to paralyze or kill, All
Dr. John Jones has to do is level a toe or forefinger, and at the same time utter
the proper mystic word, He acquires this ability spectacularly encugs by {fol-
lowing a centuries~old ritual, and then blunders around through aver two hundred
pages trying to use it, Only in the last chapter end e brief cgilogue does ne
combine it with much common ssnse,

By this maybe lir. Karig wanted to show to what extent realization of a
great gift depends on imagination, Or maybe he thought college professors need-
ed a bit of burlesquing, Again, himself a Navy captain in tne last war, mayte he
felt Vashington bureauocracy should be lembasted a few more times. (Thers is even
a hint of some fumbling symbolism about the United S5tates and the atom bomb, Trnis
last is so feeble I never would have mentioned it if the book-jacket hadn't
done so---but I'm willing to forget ebout this if Rinehart's blurb-writer wil:>
apologize for broaching the matter in the first place.)

Anyway, lr, Karig is no howling success in any of these topics. g7
would take a good deal more psychological insight and writing ebility than he sp-
parently possesses to rework the first of them., As for college professors, tney
are too colorless a lot to interest the average reader. Also, you'd expect that
a satiricel panning of bureauocrats would seem trite by now---but it is this partd
Zotzl, queerly enough, that impresses you most. Some of the subtle touches are
really humorous, and many broader strokes very good, too. I still chuckle ai the
thought of tho National Board of Scientific Advertance and Perlustration (fit-
tingly dubbed SAP for short) which'looks into all sorts of inventions the military
don't think they can use, or don't understand, but still may be of valus to the
war effort," and how it rescues from oblivion "the star-shaped toilet seats ori-
ginally offered the navy so a man wouldn't be thrown off in rough weather," I
suppose such material continues to appeal because most of us have had some sortd
contact---distressing or uproarious---with like incidents.

In any event, the bulk of Walter Karig's slickly-written novel deals
with satire like this, and Dr, Jones actually does very little zotzing at all ex-
copt on a few insects, mice, squirrels and once a mad dog. Just enough to keep
in practice, you might say---which is lucky, for he quits his seminary job and
ends up, successful and happy, as the sole owner, opsrator and general handyman
of the Star IExterminating Company.

I can't honestly call Zotz! a very good work, but on the othor hand it
isn't a very bad one, either. It has its flaws (principally an overall superfi-
cielity) and its good points (the chief of which is the author's generslly enter-
taining style), The two strike a balance that leaves the novel on the same lev-
el as most other fantasies being published these days---easy, pleasant reading
but not particulerly memorable, ---Charles Peter Brady.

= ———
R el e



———

— " - i ' FANTASY COfENTATOR

228

ITY IN
AUTHENTIC _

James Warren Thomas

ing with the occult or the gsupernatural has two courses
An author deeling

icate his occult elements
+h respect to his paterial, He may fabricate
to him with T =
Zsznof whole cloth, or he may use authe

o and treditional devices. g =

i 4 rees in their use. ne of them
Both of these alternatives ‘“‘if;ir"f i:%henticity is often strengtnened
is seldom employed unalloyed WS oS erse ° Rdward Bulwer - Lytton, however, is
(or weakened) by.inventlol:ly‘and :1:;:“1‘63;“ B Cdhcrod vith admirable
ono author ¥ho, 38 808 08 FL ight! ocoult elements, This self-imposed limita-
:gzt,c:?zthznticity is well illustrated by his two weird novels, Zanoni and A
Strange _Sl%ym obvious that the author who wishes to use "true" occultigm in his
fictions must be familiar with his material, Bulwer~Lytton was well equipped in
this rospect, He had a mystical and inquiring mind, It is not certain just when
he began his studies of magic, but it is probable that he first grew intorosted
ebout 1825---when he was twenty-two years of age, There is & record of his hav-
ing jokingly cast someone's horoscope mbout that time,

Thet he did ptudy occult lere is quite certain, for he wrote numerous
letters on the subject, These lstters would seem to indicate that he had some-
thing more than a half-belief in ths validity of mystic phenomena. At the least
they show that he was not a complete skeptic,
the supem};:riiaﬁdSg:’lthisheai\:lltheflt he_\vas not "a spiritualist and a believer in
quote from lette;-s % ;aapgl i,' kor hls.om'x case the grandson then procecds to
A e extenty ; aken to 1ndlca‘§e that Bulwer-Lytton was a "be-

- « for example, to his friend John Forster he writes:
I do believe in the sub 1 q ’
called Magic, that is, I belieye :E:Zc:hfr;hi:ﬁedszgs e fb ;

peculiar temperament who can offoct v i e ons-o a

not accounted for by any exist i inary things

y existent philosophy, (1)
In & letter to his son he says:

I heve been interested 1 s )
tions. They ara sstoumdip in the spirit manifesta-

£ but the wonder is that th
far and no farther,,,, There i i p e
o AT ‘:_.h.an € 18 no trick, but I doubt much

some sirange clairvoye i
from one human brain to anothe 3 . ot

ry ar if spiri i
alagous to fairies or genii....’ Shakasgla:izar’m:ozgzglzg ;2-
and gave me most thrilling advice as to the future and othex"
preﬂ_?shana. Aftervards he ceme egain and flatly contradict-
?d himpelfy yet I asked him to prove that he was & good spir-
it sent by God, by telling me the closest secret Ihave A d
he gave it instantly! (2) e

Later he writes:

++e0n0' proves that there are wonderful phenomena in our be-
ing all unknown to existing philosophy, , . . . But 81l is
dark. I keep a book of my communications and researches—.-
it will be curious, (3)
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These passages reveal a man with his guard down, a man Wwho is making it
difficult for any biographer to dopict him as & hard-headed and practical skep-
tic. They reveal a credulous man---the adjective being used without its latter
day dorogatory connotation, This obvious creduliiy undoubtodly influenced Fulwer
as a writor, and caused him to uso authentic details in Zanonj end A Stramgo Sto=-
ry. Ivon his grandeson admits that his magic was "moro than author's couy to
give roadcrs a thrill,"

Porhaps tho most conservativo and accurate ostimato of the role thzt the
occult played in Bulwer's writings is in the following:

He certainly did not study magic for the sake of
writing about it; still less did he write about it, without
having studied it, merely for the purpose of making his read-
ers' flesh creep. (4)

Let us now turn to a consideration of the authentic occult elcments in
Zanoni, keeping the possible sincerity of the author's own beliefs in mind,

The story concerns two Rosicrucians, Majnour and Zanoni, who poscess
the secrot of immortality. They have this gift upon the understanding that iiey
Torever kecp aloof from the world and from human sympathy. There arc two othsr
main charactors, Clarence Glyndon and Viola Pisani, Glyndon is a studcnt uader
llcjnour, but he fails to bocome an adept. Zanoni falls in love with Viola, thus
breaking his vow of aloofness, and he perishes in order to save her from the fguil-

RRiine: The first thing to note is thet this story dcals with Rosicrucians, Bul-
wer-Lytton belongod to this anciont fratornity., His grandson says: "He was him-
self a mombor of tho Society of Rosicrucians and Grand Patron of tho ordor," (5)

Bulwer wrote to Hargrave Jennings, author of a book on Rosicrucianisms:

There are reasons why I cannot enter into the sub-

ject of the"Rosicrucian Brotherhood,"” a Society still exist-

ing, but not under any name by which it can be recognized by

those without its pale. Hhen, speaking of some Rosicrucian

pretenders:] I sent them the sign of the "Initiate"~--not one

of them could construe it, (6)

The tale told about the conception of the story is consistent with Bul-
wer's own mysticism:
In 1835 his reading had included some mediaeval

treatises upon astrology and the so-called "occult sciences”;

and while his mind was occupied with these studies, tho char-

acter of Mejnour and the main outlines of the story of Zanoni

were inspired by a dream, (7)

From this dream he wrote and published a sketch called Zicci, which he
later expanded into Zanoni., The complete book may have been inspired by a drean
but there are reasons for believing that it was the fruit of research, The date,
1835, quoted above, is significant. Bulwer-Lytton went to Paris in December o
that year, and it was there that he read the "mediaeval treatises," Orval Graves
mentions some facts that are pertinent here. Ho states that the origiral man-

0f this manuscript he says:
Mathers mentions in the introduction (page xvi) of
his work that Bulwer-Lytton knew of and had access to this
curious cabalistic and magical manuscript in Paris. He says
that Lytton's books, "Zanoni" and "The Strange Story," [ﬁic}
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femous novels on magic, have chapters which a r‘e_ %dentit;al
with the directions given in The Book of Sacred iagic. (E

Let us turn again to actual glements in Zanoni with the ptlirpose of (?on-
necting certain of them with The Book of Sacred Magic and others with various
general occult sources, Not heving access %o this latter work, we must consult
Kr, Graves once more. He describes a section of it es followst

The aspirant (that is, the student who desires to
become en adept) must go into a six months' retreat accord-
ing to certain directions, or at least live in the country
where he will be able to be alone most of the time for six
months, His residence.,.oust have a small room which can be
converted into a sanctum.

No living animal or person is to have access to
this sanctum but the student, The seeker for stirange powers
perforns various disciplines in this six-month retreat bv a
gradual intensification of his actions every two months,

essby the last two months he is “inflamed" with in-
vocations, It is during this time that most aspirants becomo
discouraged end a thousand and ons seductions attempt lo lure
hin from completing the course he has chosen. If he persists,
the "Dark Night of the Soul" will gradually pass and then a
new and marvelous “"Dawn" of consciousness will be the result.
Finally the last period culminates in an elaborate ceremony

wherein the candidate invokes his Guerdian Angel, Adonai, or
Higher Self, (8)

Vie shall now consider the pertinent parts of this description, The six
months' retreat into the country is faithfully followed in Zanoni, Mejnour rents
a castle in the mountains of Italy to which he and his pupil Glyndon retire. The
inhabitents of the region are paid to keep away from this abode so that tne pupil
and master may have solitude,

Mejnour has a "senctum" which Glyndon is forbidden to enter until he
is fully prepared, Glyndon has various "disciplines" to undergo., He must study,
says Mejnour, and drive all worldly ties from his consciousness.,

Finally the climax of Glyndon's studies approaches, Mejnour goes away
in order that his pupil may overcome the "Dark Night of the Soul" alone, Glyndon
is sorely tried, Doubts assail him, "What!" he cries, "More drudgery---more ab-
stinencel Youth without love and plemsure!" His "thousand and one seductions”
come in the form of attraction to the gay revels of the peasantry about the cas-
tle and of a dark-eyed Italian charmer, He is also tempted to enter the sanctum,
which is forbidden to him until Mejnour's return,

He succumbs to this latter, and unprepared as he is goes into the for-
bidden room, He makes en invocation and conjures up many vague shapes. Then
comes the horror against which he has been warned~---"The Dweller of the Thres-~

hold," the danger which all espirants must pass without fear,

The i tel
initiated Glyndon faindet in terror, e incompletely

He is later diemiseed by Mejnour as an unworthy pupil. Since he failed
th? c_:rdeal he is now cursed with an incomplete "Davn of Consciousness," a partial
ability to see beyond the veil, Instead of the friendly spirits he would see if

he had successfully passed his tests, he is doomed to be h id
"Dweller," Seys Mejnours =Dy The' hoGR

L9t "Thou h?st conjured the spectre; of all the tribos
ol the space, no foo is 8o malignant to men---and thou hast
lifted the veil from thy- gazel I cannot restore to hga the
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happy dimness of thy vision,” (9)

The similarity of the unhappy discipleship of Glyndon to Mr, Craves' degcriptivu
of The Yook of Sacred Magic is slrikingly obvious.

The "Adonai" or "Higher 8elf" mentioned is also present here. Zano:ni,
who is an adept and thus has the power of invocation, calle on "Adon-ai' on nuz-
erous occasions. The word itself is Hebrew for "Lord" and it leads us to anothor
authentic allusion made by Bulwer-Lytton. Intruding into the novel ir his oun
person, the author says:

Though not to us of an ancient and hoary world is
vouchsafed tho NAME which, so say the earliest oracles of the

earth, "rushes into the infinite worlds,” yet it is ours to

trace the reviving truths,... (10)

This, taken with the fact that "Tho Cabala” end "Cabalists" are fre-
quemtly referred to in Zanoni, reveals enothner of Bulwer's authentic source books.
This "NALE," the secret name of the Deity, figures largely in the Cabala, S. L,
MacGregor llathors says: ‘

The truo pronunciation is a most secret arcanum,

and is a secret of sccrcts, "He who can rightly pronounce

it causeth hoaven and earth to tremble, for it is t hc¢ name

which rusheth through the universe. Therefore when & devout

Jew comes upon it in reading the Seripture,.,h e substitutes

for it the nome Adonai, ADNI, Lord. (11)

Theo "infinite worlds" referred to by Bulwer are the multiple worlds of
Cabalistic lore, It was probably into those worlds that Zanoni could see; and
from which "Adon-ai"” came when invoked. However, the matter is much too compli-
cated to be gone into here,

In his chapter headings Bulwer quotes from a numbor of magical treat-
ises and occult authors, Here is one from Los Clavicules de Rabbi Szalomon:

Les intelligences Celestes se font voir, ot se com-
muniquont plus volontiers, dans le silence, et dans le tran-
quillitc do la sclitudo. On aura donc une pctite chambro ou
un cabinet secret.... (12)
Here again we have the insistence on solitude for the neophyte and tnc
adcpt; and again the privete "sanctum,” Bulwer writes of Zanonit

Wherever his aboda, he selected one room remote
from the rest of the house,,.. This roocm...was never entered

save by Zanoni himself, (12)

There are numerous quotations from and mentions of such notables as Al-
bertus Magnus, Tritemius, Paracelsus, Averroes, Cornelius Agrippay and Hermes
Trismegistus, However, there is no need to go into these in detail. All of thesse
authentic occult allusions and elements are-used by Bulwer to add verisimilitude
to the atmosphere of weirdness and terror in _Zm. He do?s _not ex:11arge upon
them to any great degree, preferring to let his horrors remain intangible,

Bulwer-Lytton's second novel of the supernatural, A Strange Storv, was
also conceived in a dream, Concerning it, the author wwrote, "I fancy this will
be my hast work of imagination...I fancy it deals with mysteries within and with-
out wholly untouched, as yet, by poets....”

Tastes have changed since this novel was written, however, Today wse
find the tale too cluttered up with occult props to be thoroughly enjoyable, E,
A. Baker says: "Nor do pages upon pages of emotive reasoning, the vague 'meta-
physics,' and the sham physical science, help the illusion, at eny rate now." (13)
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Baker here refers to the odd but authentic fragments gf stYanﬂe erudi-
tion which are scattersd through the pages of the novel. A ?artlgl list of Lthéqe
elements includes mesmerism, animal magnetism, somnambulist%c'ckurvayﬁﬂﬁfy JEDLESE
witches' Sabbats, witches' ointment, the Scin Loeca (or "shining corpse )of ?mﬁb
dinavian legend, phrenology, astrology, negro "Obi" and Obeah charms, astral s
jes end crystal-gezing, Also mentioned are some of the occult guthorltles which
have been noted in Zangni-~--Van Helmont, Paracelsus, Ptolemy, Lilly et g%. !

These items are all brought up in the long and boring pages of. cemotive
reasoning” that Baker objects to. However, they do serve to create a chilled and
oppressive atmbsphere of brooding terror which hangs over the entire story. But
our main concern is not with these tag-cnds of odd lcarning, There are two pas-
sages in the book more worthy of consideration.

Incantations are an important part of magical procedure. Bulwer, in A
Strange Story, produced two incantation scenes which are remarkable both for their
authenticity end for their literary power. In the first scene, the "aztral body"
of Mergrave, the “soul-less magician" who is seeking the Elixir of Life, puts
Fenwick, the hero, into & trance, In this state Fenwick is forced to undertako
a magical incantation or invocation, He is given a wand and a lump of "bitwsinous
substance." With the bitumen he traces a circle nine feet in diemwter on the
floor, and inscribes a pentacle, or “Solcmon's Seal," within it, Fenwick and tho
pstral body stand in tho center of the circle, the former holdinge "stecl wand, "
The circle is set on fire and thon the astral body whispers the words of tho in-
cantation into Fenwick's ear for him %o repeat, These are in an'unknovn language."
Tho incantetion is repeated threoc times, Strange shadows gather outside the cir-
clo. Dogs howl as if at tho presence of unsecen ovil, However, beforc any dcmons
or spirits ere evoked Fenwick bresks from the spell and rushes out of the circle.

The second incantation scene involves Margrave in person; Ayeshea, a
sorceress in love with Margrave; and Fenwick., Margrave has found the secret of
the elixir and is about to compound some of the vital fluid, A circle is burnt
on the ground with "naptha or some similar inflammsble," - Two pentacles aro in-
scribed within the circle, T e n lamps are placed on its circumference, one on
each apex of the pentaclos, All three participants stand in the onchantod arca
thus formed, Fonwick replenishos tho lemps with wmystic oil as they grow dim;
Aycsha tends a fire over which is the cauldron whorein Hargrave makos thc clixir,

ciargrave warns Fenwick to boware "that not a motion of tho arm, not an
inch of the foot passes tho vorge of the ring," As the coromony procoecds, woird
sights ere seen without the edge of the charmed circle. Fenwick cries:

"Look---look; Those terrible eyes! Legions on le-
gionsy “'And hark! that tramp of numberless feet; they are not
seen, but the hollows of earth echo the sound of their march.
Ayeshe says: "See! two of the lamps have died out}---see the

black of the gap in the ring! Guard that breach---there the
demons will enter,"

The ceremony ends in disaster as a "gigantic Foot" strides through the gap. These
two scenes are full of authentic magical lore, With logic unassailablo, let us
consider the first scene first, The "steol wend" which Fenwick uses is a most
nocessary itcm in the magician's equipment, It is made of iron or stocl becauso
all doemons and hostile spirits have an antipathy toward ferrous substanccs
can be controlled by them, Thc pontaclo inscribed within a circle
authontic step in the conjuring process,

mentary forms, for we read in the 37

and
is anothor
In this cese it is one of the most ele-

= e Heptamerop, or, Megicel Elements of Peter
to be changed, accord

that "the form of circles is not always the seme; but useth
ing to the order of the spirits that are to be called, their
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places, daies, and hours,” (14) Briefly, the purpose of the circle is to protect
the magician from whatever horrors he may call up, "for," says D'Abano, "they wzi-
certain fortresses to defend the operators safe from evil Spirits."

The invocation in "an unknown language"” undoubtedly refers to gibberisi
by which, say most magical texts, various beings may be made to appesr, Hore is
a gample incantation, the Citatio Mephistophilis, fram & curious apochryphal work:

Messias, Adonaij, Werforus, Xathor, Yxewe, Soraweijis, Yxar-
on, Weghargh, Zijhalor, Weghaij Wescrou Xoxijwe, Zywohwawetho,
Ragthoswotho, Zebaoth, Adonaij,.,, (15)

In the prescnt writer's opinion, if Fenwick or anyone else possesgcd enough energy
to repeat three times a passage such as this, something would be bound to occur
~---gven if it were only the swallowing of an upper plate!

In the second incantation scene, a more elaborate magic circle is used
---prasumably because of the great importence of the undertaking. The first thing
to note is that there are threec persons in the circle, This connects Bulwer with
another occult authority. In one chapter of A Strange Story he quotes from Dogme
&t Ritucl de le Heute Magis., This book "insists on the necessity of observing
'Le Ternaire' in the number of persons who are credulous enough to assist in an
enchanter's experiments.," (16) Although Bulwer does not mention it, the Dogme
et Rituel was written by & French contemporary of his witn whom he was acquaint-
ed. This was Alphonse Louis Constant, or, as he styled himself, Fliphaz Levi Za-
hed, "the last great adept," The significance of "Le Temaire" is that, according
to the best authorities, it is advisable for the magician undertaking an experi-
ment to have two companions in the charmed circle with him, thus making a group
of three, In this case, the group consists of ¥argrave, Ayesha and Fenvick.

As has been before stated, the circle is for the protection of the op-
erators, In the second incantation sceno this principle is well illustrated., lar-
grave warns Fenwick against stepping outside the circle, Strange sights are seen
and strango sounds heard beyond the charmed perimeter. Let us consult and com-
pare with Petor D'Abano again:

There will appear infinite Visions and Phantasms,

beating of Organs and all kinds of musical instruments,which

is done by the Spirits, that with the Terror that might torco

the Companions [i,e., the two persons completing "Le Ternaire']

to go out of the Circle, because they can do nothing against

tho Master. After this you shall sco an infinite Company of

Archers, with a great multitude of horrible beasts, which

will so composc themseclves as if they would devour the fel-

lows. But bo not afraid, (17)

The authenticity of the occult elements in Zanoni and A Strange Story
is obvious, While the literary quelity of the two works is not within the scope
of tho prosent discussion, it may be said that tho effectiveness of Bulwer-Lyt-
ton's writing as a means of reising tho hackles pales beside that of his source

Right now the presont writer fuels almost inclined to echo the sonti-
"ghoulies and

material,
ments of the old Cornish prayer which asks for protoction against

ghostios, long-leoggity beastios, and things that go boomp i' the night."

NOTES
(1) The Earl of Lytton, The Lifed Edward Bulyer, London, 1°13, val, I, p. 47
(2) ibid,, p. 43 “(3) ibid,, p. 44 (4) ibide, p. 41
(5) ibid., p. 41 (6) ibid., p. 42 (7) ibid., p. 32

(8) Orval Graves, "On Books of Magic," Unknown Worlds, October 1941, p. 121
(9) Fdward Bulwer-Lytton, Zanoni, New York, 1901, p.306
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|| (15) The Sixth and Seventh Book of loses, New York, 1aegé3p. .
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DID LOVECRAFT MISS THIG?

57
Thyril L. Ladd

A search through H., P. Lovecraft's essay on supernatural literature ?.nd
through his "Commonplace Book" fails to reveal that he had any knowledge of Tie
Thing the Lske (1921), by Rleanor Y. Ingram, It seems impossible that Love-
craft would not have given emphatic attention to this novel, hed he boen awore of
it. In considerable reading of the genre, this writer has found no boek wkich is

s0 closely ekin, in both theme aznd execution, to Howard Lovecraft's own work,

The Thing from the lake is effectively written, and in no portion of
jte 315 pages does the suspense lessen---indeed, the horror mounts in intensity
as chapter follows chapter. The reader cen almost feel himself the horrid cold
that presages the coming of this unhuman thing which has entered the earth from
some dreadful Other World,

From the time Roger Locke buys the old FMichell farm mystery is inter-
twined with terror, Two hundred years before, whon Puritans inhabitod thc re-
gion, Desire Michell had studied black magic---ancient tomes surrcpiitiously ac-
guired by her cleric father, Abandoned on hor wodding-dey by hcr lecc - rufflod
gentleman lover, sho sceks revenge., Power is her nood, and sho aske aid from
beyond that barrier which Holds back from our planet the namcluss, slimy intcl-

. [ ligences dwolling Outside, She summons an unspozkablo ovil ontity---ond, power

! obtained, watches stony-hearted while a waxen image crumples on her nearih, 48

b it melts away, the agonized lover sinke down and dies, But slas!---thot whicii has

bteen called up cannot be dismissed. Though the pentagram is drawn, the ninc loni; s

lighted, the Thing breeks through the circle that was to provide protoction, ww!
b Desire Michell herself dieBS,...

Thus, for more than two centuries the Thing has remained silent amon
: old ruins at the bottom of a swamp-ringed lake. But from there, when Roger Locke
] comes to live at the old house near by, it draws itself, attempting to seize his
life and steal his soul,

To Locke, in the dead of night, comes a mysterious girl, who will not
permit him to make a light and sce her; she beps him to flee the place before it
is too late. ¥or herself---also named Desire Michell, after the foul witch who
summoned the destroyer~--she can see no future but confinement in a convent, for
the women of her line have brought only disaster and death to those they loved.

But Locke determines to remain and face whatcver danger comes. 4nd it
is not long before he is matching his will with an unhumen, wicked intelligence.
At one time, made motionless by his enemy's power, he finds himsslf standing be-

fore a narrow breach in the gray wall that for countless eons has kept denizens
o i from Beyond at bay., The issus is thus joined, and rarely has any story present-

ed 80 grim a battle between e human being snmithe entities thet wait just without
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the fatal portal, Victory does eventually come to Locke---but only after the
struggle has drawn him into the valley of death itself.

That is the theme; and its presentation, as I have already said, is of-
ten positively Lovecraftean, I do not know who Eleanor Ingrem ig---or was---nor
have I ever read any other book by her, But there is no question about her being
a powerful writer in the field of the supernatural. Her descriptions echo Zhe
horror and dreadfulness of their context. Vhen she speaks of the monster's fetid
breath and the odor of decay which accompanies its coming, the reader can almost
smell these noxious emanations, As we know, Lovecraft had these descriptive pow-
ers; and s0, in no small measure, does this authoress.

Probably my point would best be illustrated by quotations fram the book
itself. These amply show how deeply steeped it is in the supernatural. For ex-

e But gradually I beceme aware of a hideous odor of
mould and mildew, of must and damp decay that loaded the air
with disgust,.,,.

Oiag Like the antennae of some monatrous insect brush-
ing about my body, T felt Its evil desires wavering about my
mental self...searching where It might seize,

And this: Not a ripple stirred along that weird beach, or a
ray changed the fixed gray twilight...the Thing was at the
breach, couched in the great cleft that split the Barrier,
darkness without darkness, .,.from It emanated deathly cold
eesthe Thing did not pass, There in the breach It ravened
for me, thrust Itself toward me, pressed against the thin
veil of separation.,,. It raised itself, gigantic in form-
lessness more dreadful than any shape. Its whispered threats
broke against me like an evil surf....

There are other passages that might be cited, ospecially in the tense
conclusion to the work, where the suspense spirals upward to a powerful climax,
In any event, no reader or collector of the outré should fail to read this tale.
And students of Lovecraft, especially, should give it their prime attention. The
Thing from the Lake is clearly an important contribution to the field, and it
would be difficult to name = more entertaining one,

~==000m==

TIPS ON TALES

Winston ¥, Dawson

Williem Le Queux's Zoraida: g Romance of the Harem and the Great Sehara (1895):

The fantasy element in this story is largely built up around "the Crescent o Glo-
rious Wonders," once the crown of an Arab ruler, Askia, who has so impressed his
thoughts upon it that they are conveyed to Cecil Holcombe a thousand years later,
Holcombe is thus enabled to find Askia's hidden treasure, and so provide t hoe
means for rescuing Zoraida from the power of a notorious modern Arab bandit. The
action races back and forth across the mystic interior of Africa which Verne des-
¢ribed so well in Five Weeks in e Ballgon, Here is romance, high adventure and
the French equivalent of Indian fighting blended with enough of tho fantastic to
make it a valuod volume on any collector's ghelf, It is well written, and the

author successfully meintains an atmosphere of suspense throughout,
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Thomas As Janvier's Azbes Lreasuro Houge (1890): Centuriss sgo @ growt ks -

the Aztocs discovered o nearly inaccessible valley in Le}{%c;l;d j_‘nJ‘l‘;liS Iv,o.ll:e;v '
day of doom for his peopls might some day comé, he establis R S eorid Doun
reserve of warriors and treasure to be available i‘ox.' such‘an: Ous i 1£;‘c L
through the centuries the descendants of these warriors lived a opt ! L

.

waiting for the call that nevecr came, Professor Thc'Jmas Palgravﬁ, anln EJ
discovers a secret record of the valley while studylng‘modern f“ex.:_“'",. K=
With two Amcrican adventurers, & lexican priest, a fj{exlcan youtn namod ::l':)ljtfnto
last (but not least) Pablo's donkey EL Sabio, the wise one, Palgravo 501“;‘:_ ‘; P
discover the hidden valley, OCver trackless doserts ar‘ld'xorblddlng moluln ulr{ . atJ:
little party makes its way. Finally thc valloy itsolf is x"eachcd._ ;.'.c trnr:\;k 6
of outsidors brings to the surfaco rivalries betwoon opposlr‘lg‘factlon'..'hl.o i
jsolated natives that theretofore have morely smouldered; civil war, with desper=
ate and heroic conflict, then results, Surprisingly enough thsre is no l_ive ito;
ry in this novel---but it's got just about everything else: gome oi: 1.';.3 o8
chapters, moreover, compare very favorably with those in King Solomon's .ines.

Arthur Hachen's Green Round (1938): To me, this is a Iachen telo that gocs off
on the wrong track. The story begins in an English bathing resort 4'.ur>r0 on ob-
server sees buildings and activities which are later proved non- existont--- a.t
least in our familiar throe-dimensional world, But instead of develoning :thlS
idea, the author introduces his typical lonely, ageing student and briugs h:Ln.J to
the resort. Attention then reverts to tho effect "The Greon Round" has on Hill-
yer, the student, whose object is to meot people and to broak away from his lcgno-
ly life in the groat city of London, Hillyor doos not see thesc strango build-
ings or activitios. In fact hc docsn't sce anything out of the ordinary al all.
His new acquaintances observec that a misshapen dwarf has bocome his companion,
and Hillyer's attempt to ontor into tho society of the resort ¢nds in a rctreat
to London,... Nobody can describe tie vastncss and lonelincss of a groat city like
Liachen, and when a poltergeist is added--- Well, if you like Machen's work at
all you'll enjoy this novel, tooj but personally, I still wish Tho (recn Round
had been developed differently,

Cetulle Mendés' Number 56 (1928):
short stories.

This volume contains two novelettes and t
The title taule warrants little of our attention, since it is n
more than a first-class mystery, but the other three entries definitely come u -
der the heading of fantasy, "Luscignole" is a tale after the manner of (re
Hansions. If the beauty and cruolty of Hudson's masterpiece fascinated you
by all means read "Luscignole," for it makes a worthy companion.

a good average occult effort---not outstandingly bad or good. "A Vayside Vil-
lage," however, is tops. The author presents it as g "history" which scome super-
human will has prevented him from writing for twenty-threo yoars. Ho procceds,
under difficulties, to describe how he and a party of cultured comparnions, while
walking near Munich one night, discover a miniature village, How they are seized

first with uncontrollable laughter and then with feer es they are warned off makes
e story---beg pardon, a "history,” Villiers de 1

_ d 'Isle Adam being one of the wit-
nesses--~-which will hold your interest and linger long in your memory,

Ez

"The Cough" ig

==~000e-=
IN THD NEXT ISSUE of Fantasy Commentetor there will certainly sppear two of the
items promised last time for this number: the bibliography of fantasy in Popular
megazine and Richerd Witter's article. The last-minute inclusion of Dr, Kellor's
interesting article resulted in their being crowded out of this issue ) Entries
by Onderdonk, Ladd and Vetzel will be presented then ng viell All ';,his illus-
trates why we don't make a practice of for it

ecaating fut i ——
frequently such prophecies never materinlize! 3 Ry puice often all g



SHADOWS OVER LOVECRAFT

David H. Keller, M,D,

During the last of February and the first half of larchk, 1937, a gen-
tleman of the old school lay in a bed at the Jane Browm Memorial ilospitel of Pro-
vidence, Rhode Island, and deily wrote his leot weird tale, This story, wriiten
solely for his own pleasure ond the informetion of his physician, hzs not been
published, but thoro can be no doubt as tov its plot and stylo. Like so many of
his other compositions, it must have been told in the firat person singular, and
narratod the story of a hero struggling against one of tho great and conatantly
threstening enemies of the human race, Against this enemy, which hes exisis!i
eges, modern science hag battled without too great success, For cexturies
gicians have known about these malignant gods from the universal nozhers, 75 7. L
syphilis, cancer, leprosy, tuberculosis and pneumonia ere as much fearsd £3 =« -
fancied demons called Cthulhu, Yuggoth or Yog-Sothoth,

This conflict of men againet terrible and unconquerable powers of dar’ -
ness was a favorite motif in Lovecraft's stories, The elder gods, priscnea i=x
the earth, under tho oceans, on remote planets, werc battling constently for tng
freedom which would enablc thom to destroy humanity., Cccasionally somc of tham,
for a short time, %trossed the barrier, but were always driven back and, for =
time, rendered harmless, The hero of such tales was f{requently destroved, while
the narrator became so mentally shattered by his participation in the horror shei
he either contemplated suicide or bescame helplessly psychotic,

This man not only wrote, but lived, his last tale in a patiern very fa-
miliar to him, It was simply one more conflict between a man and ore of the al-
der gods in which the man was defeated---destined by fate to fight on nopelessly,
doomed from the beginning to certain failure, In this last battla no courageous
state police routed the foe with dynamite, no providential typhoen temporariiy
sealed the ocean home of the enemy, There was no one to destroy it with great
carboys of acid, or carefully close, with stone and cement, the opening from which
it had escaped.

‘hile writing this last story he must have felt the utter fuiility of
the struggle, Ke was very much alone. If any of his intimete fricnds visited
him then, they have never spoken of it. Thore is no record thet hz oslieizzd con-
solation and strength from any minister of a God supposedly friendly to mankind,
His deoctor visited him; the nurses cared for him. Otherwise hc speni kis 1lsst
days, as ho had spont much of his life, very much alone,

Sheer physical disability, without loss of the keen meniality thet kad
been, through all his life, such a prominent part of nis personality, forcsd him

to stop writing, He came to the end of the story end wrcte Finis, without
complaint, and, perhaps, without regret, Without understancing wiy Fais had made
him what he was, he was determined to do the best he could with wnzt he had. He
could have said, as did William Ernest Henley, during his lasi days:
In the fell clutch of circumstance
I have not winced or cried aloud,
Under the bludgeonings of chance
My head is bloody, but unbowed.
Thus ended the literary career of Howard Phillips lovecraft.

There are certain facets of his personality that deserve comment, rre-
eminently he was a gontle soul, There is no evidence that he ever spoks or wrote
unkindly to anyono. He was fond of calling himself a gentleman, and his entire
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e that even Lord Chesterfield would have boen pleased,
ociety to a marked degres, he gave of himsclf frocly., with-
| gein, to all who called on him for nhelp.

‘biographics---all short, and, 8t times, lacking in vital

have boen a man who nover admittcd defoat. Handicapped as

cumstances and life-long disobilities, he rarely if ever com-

'_gh*_ting againet heavy odds for the attainment of a life-

oing e force in literature. The fact that his sbility was

-ed until after kis death is nothing new in the history of great

amous lines can eptly be quoted, "Seven citles claimed poor Hom-

ick the living Homer begged his bread,"” Thoreau's first edi-
ined unsold while he supported himself by making and selling
dopended on the charity of fricnds, Poe's greatncss was unrec-

b 4 r*_énce,-for years after he dicd an alcoholic pauper in Ralti-

} attracted littlo attontion during his lifetimeo, Dbt
sclaimed a greet saga of men's Dbattle egainst his destiny.

'.I:atio_n thet much of the world did not appreciate his stories

mpression on him, He wrote for the pleasure of writing because

 crestive mind, Undoubtedly he was pleased when he sold a sto-
orinted, but he willingly lived on fifteen cents a day for food. de-

0 correspondence, ghost-writing and revising stories others
ad ‘;g.composed feger letters, spent fewer hourse on revisions and

2 would have had more time to produce and sell his own stories.

i > to write was his primery objective: the thought of sale was an
s consideration, ihile in high school he hektographed a small
~2K0 Journal of Astronomy., In 1914 he beceme a member of

Fress Association, and from that time contributed generously

s 28 The United dmateur, The ¥agrant, Science-Fantasy Corres-

|, Ial ~ It was not until he was thirty-two years old that his
ofessionally, This was e horror serial, "Herbert West: Re-

ared in 1922 in Home Brew magazine,

e became one of the authors who contributed to the newly-form-

ch,-under the able editorship of Farnsworth VWright, rapidlv
he pui!.p field, Lovecraft's contribution to its fame is shown

fﬂ..e'-f_lfty—’?wo titles listea in the bibliography in HPL: a Mam-

3 &;%56':‘ ngii‘shcdd'}n Ueird Talos, However, it must be noted

. ﬂ_ anBL con did not eppear thoro until eftor his death in
Wore h e Ere reprinted from smaller or emateur publications.
WL 3_- leath in 1937 Lovecraft had but thirty-four stories pro=
:‘:;:Fé%ﬁlgf.adlittle more than two a year. Had this been
hirty-six so:xge::dt{l:;edbﬁen il manl.. i

T itle Fungl.from Yuggoth" also first

y gh many of them were originally donated to such fan

“rlﬂg_the period 1931-37, and some did not see print

_rﬁ?.s;tgn_es Ia‘nd poems, Lovecraft wrote essays, &among

rnismst and “"Some Causes of Self-Immolation." His

Leston, South Carolina" first was in letter form.
e, he rest of his literary work; he was e tireless
8lve years he wrote one friond weekly, letters from
y page covered with almost microscopic worde
irst .;:tlab”' of love to a man he never mot, who Was
- or vas written, Thesec letters, thousands in

-1’T.h°!"_3 could havo boon no time for thoughtful

islon, Whoen thoso letters are finally publish-

8 stories, his real crestive ability.

s AJ-
o )

e
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lerly in life ho beccme interested in literature, At the age of four
he was reading Crimm, at five The Arabian Hights, and when six absorbing Greek
and Roman mythology. His first horror story wes written at the age of seven, in-
fluenced by Dente's Inferno and Coleridge's Ancient Mariner, both illustrated by
Doré. In later years many r of his somber descrlytmns of landecapes give the im-
pression that he was also acquainted with Doré's iilustrations for Cervantes' Don
Quixote. Not content with reading these books ho often acted them, thus becoming
the nero of the tale, Beyond question the time came when, as narrator, %ss felt
that he personally experienced the horrore he so vividly and carefully described,

From early childhood he manifested the samo desire to live ir {re past
that was evidenced in much of his mature conduct, Rether than play baseb:ll wita
other boys he would in solitude erect altars on the benks of tne Seekonk River,
and there offer sacrifices to the Greek and Roman gods, TIn his autobiography he
wrote "I hed a happy childhood"j but he oays leter in the same work (Some Motes
on ¢ Nonentity), "fmong my few playmates I was very unpopular, since I would in=
sist on playing out events in history, or acting according to consistent plots,
Thus repelled by humans I sought refuge and companionship in books." If e was a
happy child it was only because no adult trained him to be a nommel cno zné in-
stvad gave him full liberty to fdllow his own fantastic, aniisocial inclinations,

riis educational history is interesting, Vhen eight years of age, his
mother took him from public school, considering him too frail to continuc min-
gling with nmasses of other children., Private tutors instructed him till he was
fourteen ycars old, From 1904 to 1908 ho attendod the Hope High School, Somg
unnamed illness provented the fulfillment of his wish to enter Brown University.
It is probable that this illness was induced, or at least aggravated, by the same
over-solicitous mother-love which played such an important part in Lovecrait'’s
earlier life,

In spite of never receiving a formal, cultural university education, he
acquired, surprisingly early in life, a fund of knowledge derived almoct entire-
ly from reading real literaturs, He absorbed the works of Dunsany, lachen, Poe,
Blackwood, Chembers and de la Mare. The reading of these masters of the weird
wes an important influence on the development of his style, In addition, he be-
ceme well acquainted with the traditions and early history of New England; espe-
cially as these pertained to the psychological traits of both Puritan and ag-
nostic, His retentive memory enabled him to make all this acquired knowledge in-
stantly available, Although surrounded by books, his real and most valuable li-
brary remained, carefully card-indexed, in his memory,

While he must have written letters without revision and probably sent
them without rersading, his method of story-writing was entirely different, ec=-
cording to his own outline in the essey'Notes on the ¥riting of Weird Fiction,"
Seeking for perfection, he wrotec end rewrote the samo story many times. cnd, even
at the end, was never satisfied with the results. The fact that he enjoved this
did not make it any less laborious. This constant effort to find the exact way
to tell a story with the use of precise phrases and proper vocabulsry is certain-
ly indicative of a personality which he could not escape from, and deserveos fur-
ther considerstion.

Doefinitely Lovecraft was a profound neurasthenic; but it is unnscessary
to cite his love of solitude, antisocial tendencies, the constant desire to avoid
the present by living in the past and the dietary peculiarities to make such a
diagnosis, MHis etyle end manner of writing are definitely those of a psycho-neu-
rotic, His stories did not flow like his letters but were slowly anrd carefully
built, with constant changes, seeking to obtain the correct form and the exact
word, In his effort to include everything he considered vital, the finel tale
gives the impression that he was never certain either of beginning or ending. He
comes to what seems to be a logical ending and then writes on and on in an unnec-
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soeary and unéallgd-far amticlimax. In his longer stories this is purticularlyob—
; "The Shadow over Innsmouth.,Y

R E:vecraft has been named one of tho great writers of th? horror story.

He certainly felt the terror of the situations he croated, and t?led ﬁo cogmup;-

cate this fear to the reader by making use of e vocabulary that is unique 1§ 4 8

multitude of what cen best be described as dark words., Despite lxls_eff?rt to

craete a mood, he leaves little to the reader's imagination: SPch cr1t101§m1may

be resented by his edmirers, and even considered iconoclastic, but as sn illus-

tration study this one paragreph from "The Iurking Fear":

Shrieking, slithering torrential shedows of red
viscous madness chasing one another through endless ensan-
guined corridors of purple fulgurous sky,,.formless phantasms
and kaleidoscopic mutetions of e ghoulish, rememherod scenu,
Forests of monstrous overnourished osks with serpent roots
twisting end sucking unnamable juices from an earth yerminous
with millions of cannible devils; mound-like tentacles grop-
ing from underground nuclei of polypous perversion....insane
lightning over malignent ivied wells and demon arcades c¢hok-
ed with fungous vegetation,

There are exactly seventy-three words in this paragraph, and forty-six of <them
can be classed as dark words, In his stories vegetation, landscapos, buildings

and characters alike are lavishly described in similar vocabulary., Ultimately the
reader becomes surfeited with such carefully described horror-scenes and situa-

tions, and becomes physicelly exhousted instead of morbidly thrilled or depress=-
eds Heredity is an important factor in many Lovecraft stories, and is al-

ways of a degenerative type. His families deteriorate both mentally end physi-~
cally, become shiftless paupers, end, in st least two stories, develop cannibale-
ism, Waatever itaint the original ancestors hud becomes greatly marnificd in a
very few generations. Nowhers does the human race give promise of resching toward
the stars. There is always fawmily decadence. In several of theso stories the
taint is produced by intermarriage with the elder gods, and the offspring resou=-
ble their celestial ancestors in body and personality. In such descriptions Loves
craft gives many excellent case histories which are dupliceted in actucl life in
the rccords of any psychiatrist, espocially in studiocs of peticnts
stirmo of horoditary syphilis.,

This fear of heredity is apparent in the fact thaet Lovecraft, late in
life, married a woman ten years older than himself, Obviously thore never was
any intent or desire on his part to procreate & child, It was as though he said,
"This is the end of the curse!" In marrying a widow with a mature daughter ho
may have hoped that he would vicariously have e child and grandchildren, but thore
is nothing to indicate that such hopes came to fruition, Yet the hope of immor=-
t2lity through descendants is obvious, for he was fond of signing his letters "Vr
-2%. Grendsire," and "Grandpa H.P," He had genuine affection for many of the
young men he met and corresponded with and looked upon them as his sons. He mney
heve often wondered what life would have been like had his house been filled +:ita
children and grandchildren, and Tate permitted him to write e "Children's Hour,"

The main action of his tales octurs during the dark hours of night, TIr
the tale runs into the daytime the sky is usually overcast or the ground drencii-~
éd by stroaming rein., Since the beginning of time mankind hns dreaded +h e dark
hours when witches ride through the black night to attend the Sabbath and devils
lurk behind every tree awaiting a chanco to mutilate and kill the body and steal
the soul of their victim. 1In using night scenes for most of the story ection
Lovecraft followed the most ancient and universal pattern of human thought. How-

boarines the
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ewer, Be yot only wroto of tho darkness but lived in it and loved it, Only at
night did he teke his long, eolitary walks, and if he wrote during the day it was
upually by artificial light with shades drawn to exclude all sunshine,

A distinctive feature of his writing which so far hasnot atiracted at-
tention (and therefore has not beon given any particular significance) is the fact
that therv are fow, if any, roferences to his narrators or heroes eating, His
villains esat, but he does not deem it necessary to describe in any way the nour-
ishment of his decent characters., In this he differs from other authors, some of
whom--~1ike Dickens--~-fill pages with accounts of hearty meals, besf steaks and
kidney pies, To him eating was merely & physiological function necessary to pro-
long 1life. The only exception was his fondness for checso, candy and ice cream,
He dotestod sea food. Indeed, a psychoanalytical study could reedily be made
from his dictary poculiarities, The important point- is that as he took no spe~
cial interest in food, few if any of his good characters did either, In The Lurk
or gt the Threshold there are references to eating and the preparation of meals,
but these were written by Derleth and not Lovecraft. In Ihe Shadow over Inne-
mouth the narrator mentions e meal in e cheap rostuaurant, a typical Lovicraft mcal:
"a bowl of tomato soup and crackors was cnough for me.,”  That could never nave
beon writton by an author accustomed to three hearty meals & day.

As far as the record shows, Lovecraft was a total abstainer. Therefore
there are no references to alcohol in his tales. Even under the greatast stress
nis narrators never resort to liquor to release their nervous tension, One of his
cheracters is doliberately made drunk to loosen his tonguo, but old Zadok Allern
is the only drunkaerd that I have found in & Lovecraft story.

Living as he did, thinking as ho did, hc found 1little in life to laugh
at. Occasionally he wrote with tongue in cheek, as when he produced "Ibid," or
that remarkeble version of old melodrama, "Sweot Ermingarde," Thcse writings are
whimsical, clever and show craftsmanship in the use of different styles, but they
do not seem to be provocative of much laughter, They represent an insignificant
portion of his collected writings, Nor do the various imitative, Victorianvers-
es of humor particularly increase the sum total of humor there, Lovecraft may
have smiled at times, and there is one statement made to the effect that he laugh-
ed on onu occasion; but there is nothing to show that he often indulged in hear-
ty, side-splitting mirth, 'Deliberately he lived the part of an old gentleman as
described by Lord Chesterfield in his Scienceg and Maxims: "Loud laughter is the
mitth of the mob, who are only pleased with silly things.... A man of parts and
fashion is therefore only seen to smile, but never heard to laugh.”

Though women dominated his entire life he never understood them, and
therefore never wrote of them, Uninterested in sex because of his neuraesthenis,
shyness and strong beliof in hercdity, he lived a life as dovoid of femininc in-
torest as that of St., Anthony. If he were ever tormented by such dreams as Gus-
tave Flaubert said that saintsuffered, he never mentioned it in conversation or
correspondence, Thus there is a definite abesence of femininity in all of Love-
craft's tales, Rarely, except when it is necessary to continue a family and its
curge, are females mentioned. Women being absent, there is alsoa completo omis-
sion of sex or love interest, "Mecdusa'am Coil" is an oxception--~but this story
was only revised, not writton, by Lovecraft. His antipathy to the female, es-
pecially when pictured almost or entirely in the nude, is emphasized by the tes-
timony of friends that he carefully tore off and destroyed magazine covers thus
decorated, He wanted the sales appeal to lie in the stories, not the pictures.

Lovecraft compensated for the absence of wicked fomales by presenting
as choico a colloction of uvil-mindod males as can be found in weird lituraturo.

It is interesting that so gentle and kindly s man could deliberately create such
demons, supernatural and human characters and endow them with such a diversity of
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I cruol end sadistic manifestations, His gods from Beyond never goemed 1o Le_a \;1th.-
out many ardent worshippers, and these earthly followers indulgoc} freélyl'ln tO};
ture, mutilation and murder, In et least two stories ("The Lurking Foar ond

! "The Rets in the Walls") cannibalism is stressed,

q His admirers, end they are many, eay that Lovecraft, in his spewil

{ field, wus @ literary genius, Certainly he excollaed in the horror story, If t‘,

] examine the medical histories of other authors and poets elevated to th{a halliu-

I feme, we find that many suffered from some form of toxemie, t?uch' a poison, 11"—

: respective of its source, contributed towards thoir productivity. S‘tGVOHS?n, 2
tubercular’invalid, could write only when et the height of his fever. DeQL.uncr,y
and other noted Englishmen took opium, Poe, Burns and London werc alcok-xola cs, as

t aro somo wcll known writers .now living., Nietzsche, Beardsloy and Gautler WOry
syphilitics and died paretics, as did Guy de i'nupassant ., It is evident.that if

1 s man has creative a}Pility, these varied toxins in some way make it possihle for

| him to so write that,fis called a genius,

I It seems necessary, therefore, to consider such factors in the devel-

II opment of Lovecraft's genius as a writer of the horror story. The main facts of

J his life are but partly documented, and there are large segments that can nevor

be studied from thc modico-sciontific viewpoint they descrve, Howevor, as with

prehistoric animals, the entire structure can be surmised from a few revainin: bones.

Lovecraft's father was born in 1853, The date of his marrizge to Sarah
Susan Phillips is not availabls, but their only son wos born in 1890, when the
; fether was thirty-seven years old and the mother thiriy-three, Shortly after the

birth of this child the father becams psychotic; and when Hovard was ihrce years

old, hlbert A. Baker was appointed his guardian because of the fathor's mental

incompetency, The father died in 1898, and little is known concorning nis final

yoars, It is oven uncertain wherc he died and thus no hospital records :r.¢ a-

vailable. Al) that is definitely known is that in the death certificute demise

was attributed to "en advenced stage of pareses."” At that time the rvlation be-
| tween paresis and syphilis wes not clearly understood. It was not until some
years later that the spirochete pallada was discovered. We now know that it takes
from fifteen to twenty years for & syphilitic to develop paresis. Lovocraft Sr.
was not a paretic when he married and procreated a son, but =t thuat tims he was
definitely syphilitic, in the communicable stage of that diseuse,

barah Lovecraft was e confirmed neurmsthenic. Ve do not know whother
she hed eny knowledge or even suspicion of the cause of her illnoss. Thory ig,
however, emple evidence that sho feared the hereditary influonce of her husb ai's
mental condition on her son end was obsessed with the idea that he was destincd
to a life of invelidismy that he could grow to manhood only by the most intens<
irotection, Several of the essays collected in Harginalia show her constant anx-
iely clearly, It is certain that this fear was constantly being communicated ic¢
the sony not only by the mother but also by his two aunts and by those who taught
vnd cared for him, such as Miss Ella Sweeney, All this insistent solicitude und
itll the overwhelming anxiety concerning his health could not help but make a pro-
found impression on the little child, Just when or how he learned that this me-
ternal fear was created by the circumstances surrounding his father's illness and
death is not knovm, but the constant references in Lovecraft's storios to the un-
fortunate influences of heredity show positively that he had somo idea of the re-
lgtionship betweon his father's illness und his owvm invalidiem,

This problem of horedity bocemu more scute in 1919, when the mother
entered a hospitel for the psychotic. There her physician, Dr,F.J.Farnell, made
the intoresting statement that her disorder "had besn evidenced for fifteen vonrs;'
thet, in all probability, "abnormality had oxisted for et lesst twenby~five lyears"
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---which definitely placcs tho boginning of hor rccognized montel 1llnose five
yours befors hor husband's death, Tho same physicicn notes his belicof thet moth-
er and son combined to form an Oedipus complex,

With the definite knowledze thet his mother was psychotic and s con-
sidered to have beon so sinco lie wus three years oid, Lovecraft nad sdditionul
reason to be interested in problems of herodity. Both of his parenta had prob-
ably been psychotic before ho was bornl Irrsspoctive of whet he thought of this
sudden realization, he continued the sume kindly, uncompleining geantleman he had
been. after his mother's hospitulizution he frequently visited ier, but never
enterod the buildings or saw Ler in her room, und absolutely evoided anv contact
with the other pationts. The euthor who wrote in greateat detuil &atout the
mental ebnormalities of the human race could not face them in actual iife, in
Iy, 1921 it became neceasary to operate on 3arasn Lovecrait, The gall-bladder
surgery resulted in her death on liay 24, 1921, a little over two yoars aftzr her
hospivalizution, During her final illnoss she was visitod by her sister, Irs,
Lilliaen Clarlk, but there ia no record that her son saw her in this ;eriod. Tornm
between conflicting emotions---one an intense love for his mother, the otler a
dread of seeoing the changes produced in ner by the operaiion---": deliberately
remained awvay from her bedside, He could not forcc himself ¥ & fZor further
mcntal anguish,

Thus was Howard Lovccraft rolcescd from a pert of tho influsnce this
Cedipus complex had on him, However, his aunts at once assumed his care, With
the exception of the months spent in New York and e few short trips, he lived writh
one or the other of them until his death, Probably e subconscious ettempt to €s-
cape from this vicarious complex was one of the reasons for his marriage to irs.
Soriu Oreene of Brooklyn, This marriage is a type familiar in the case historias
of men involved in an Oedipus complsx following the death of tha mothor, In nar-
riage, always vwitk an oldur voman, thcy sevk a mothor-substituto.

Tt is difficult for anyone seve a psychiatrist to determine why Love-
craft married Yrs, Greene, but it is not hard to understand why she married Lim.
Receiving an adequete income in a mercantile establishment, she wes at the same
time an amateur writer, Lovecraft had helped revise her manuscripts, and she may
have fclt that with his assistanco she could become a professional author. Just
prior to his arrival in the metropolis she issued the first number of an amateur
periodical The Rainbow, filling it withpoems, pictures and erticles by and about
Howard Lovecraft and his friends, She believed, and correctly so, that he gavs
promise of becoming a successful author and a celebrity---if whip and spur wers
apolied so that he would write more storiss and fewer letters.

Considering all the factors involved, the marriage was doomed to fzil-
ure, Lovecraft wrote a few frank but kind lines concerning this period of his
life, In refraining from bitter criticism he demonstrated fully that he was a
gentlemaen, and lived up to his own statemert, "A gentleman always makes himself
at home no matter where he happens to be."

lis experience in New York was not a happy one., Fond of solitude, drezd-
ing crowds, constantly feeling the pressure of poverty, it is no wonder that he
brooded over some form of escape. Fortunately he did not use tae vial of poison
which Sanuel Loveman says he always carried. His nental condition worried such
e true friend as Frank Belknep Long, who wrote, "Howard bucane incroesingly nis-
orablc and I fearcd ho might go off the doevp ond."

Fortunately he returned to his beloved Providence to live with his aunt,
Mrs, Lillian Clark, And when she died in 1932 he occupied an apartment with the
other aunt, Mrs, Annie Ganwell, Now at last ho had & scpmblunce of liberty, and
spent somo of his time travelling, He was poor still, and continued to budget
only fifteen cents a day for food, thus enabling hin to save dollars for postage
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+het onabled him to continue his beloved correspondence. These written cogtacjs
gere a substitute for the personal associations which he more and more awro;(ieu,
except with a select few, He continued to love cats, any kind of ﬁat, zaq pre-
ferred a diet of cheese and ice cream, He became "gaunt and pgle. It is evi~
dent that he was beginning to show the early symptoms of the final shadow, can-
cer, which caused him to pmss into the unknown on larch 15, 1937,

Prior to Freud, psychiatrists were content to record ?he histo?y and
aymptomology of their patients, Freud introduced the word why }nto psychiatry.

Therefore it is pertinent to ask the question: Why did Lovecraft be-
come one of the great writors of the horror story?

There were shadows over Lovecraft, shadows from which ho could not es-
cape. There is medical evidence to show that these shadows werg all F ?Lxsed by
one large cloud which resulted in much of his life being spent in twilight and
often the blackest night.

Now there are certain axioms in medical science, Three of these are:
(1) Cerebral insults, in men forty or younger, are almost alvays tfl? result of
gyohilis. (2) The wife of a syphilitic is a syphilitic. (3) The child of a pa-
retic is a syphilitic, ;

Winfield Scott Lovecraft was born in 1853, The dute of his marriage
to Sarah Susen Phillips, while indefinite, was certainly before 1889, as their son
was pborn in 1890, Winfield Lovecraft was evidently not markedly psychotic when
he married sometime before the age of thirty-six, but he was hospitalized four
years later, and died at the age of forty-five, Boyond the death certificate we
have no medical testimony concerning his illness and its cause. DBut his son un-
knowingly contributed very vital information which throws light on the problem,

In 1915, Maurice W. Moe, a member of the United Amateur Press Associa-

tion, asked Lovecraft to write an autobiography., In this autobiography we find
the following statement:

In 1903 my father was seized with a complete paralytic stroke
due to insomnia and an overstrained nervous system, which took
him to the hospital for the remaining five years of his life,
He was never theroafter conscious and my imege of him is vague,

as Howard Lovecraft was but three when his father was hospitalized and
eight when he died, he could have obtained such informetion only from members of
the family. They told him merely enough to satisfy his curiosity; but from that
little a psychiatrist can obtain a partial picture of the father's last ten years
of 1ife., ¥or an uncertain time he had insomnis end an overstrained nervous Sy 8-
tem. Lovecraft was in error in saying that these were the cause of the illness;
they were, instead, simply clear symptoms of a condition already existing, Then
he hed "a complete paralytic stroke," and was placed in a hospital, In other
words, there wus a period of some years when he was deteriorating mentally, and
this period of mild psychosis terminsted in a cerebral insult. "He wa s never
thereafter conscious,” Lovecraft's use of this adjective is interesting, Cer-
tainly he did not mean that his father was in a state of complete stupor or coma
for five years, What he did mean was that he was not oriented or sware of his
surroundings---which corresponds perfectly with Webster's definition of the word
conscious: "mentally awako, psychicelly active or acute,,.." Lovecraft's phraso
gives & perfect description of the mental condition of a paretic in the last
stages. The evidence is admittedly incomplete, neurologicel a n d serological
factors are absent, but from the available data it con nevertheless be stated:
Winfield Scott Lovecraft was positively a syphilitic for years before marriage,

It therefore follows that his wife was & syphilitic also, even though
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in an attenuated form, as shown by her ability to bear a living child, It has
been positively stested that she wes abnormal ::entelly from the time <this chiid
before

was tures years old, and that this had been evidenced for fifteen years
her hospitalizaetion, which occurred two years bofore her death, 'hilo the hos-
pital failed to give a true psychiatric diagnosis of her mental illness, it seens
necessary only to refer to axiom two, as stated above.

Finally, if hoth Lovecraft Sr, and wifo were syphilitic, then the son
was & case of hereditary syphilis, It was in a still more stienunted forn, for
otherwise heo would never have been born, or born, survived; but syphilis 7es
nonctheless present if we considegnaxiom throo. Winficld Tounley Geott, in his
oxcellent biographical essay "Hig,liost Fantastic Croetion," shouws that this ques-
tion of herecditary syphilis has boen considered and discardod by Lovecraftians,
"Therv is no indication at all that his son inherited his father's disease," he
writes, This is the opinion of a laymen, The neuro-psychiatrist, faniliar with
eypkilis of the central nervous system, is forced to difrer with hin,

Lovecralt seems seldor to have mentioned his father, It is prolsblse
that ne and his illness were scldom spoken of by the family. His aunt's zusbuns,
Lr, Franklyn C. Glark, was a man of no small education, To him Lovecraft pay hove
talked ebout his father, but the physician may have deliberately concealed +tue
facts to shield the sensibilities of his nephew,

“lhatever Lovecraft knew or guessed sbout this shadow he carefully kept
to himself, Naturally it was a subject no gontleman would care to talk or write
about, .t the same time ho was a scientist, as his interest in astronomy shows,
In later years, as a scientist, especially aftor the mental illness and tho hospi-
talization of his mother, he must huve considcred tho relation of his owm illnass
to that of hisg parents.

Consciously or subconsciously, the thought of heredity must always have
been present. He thoroughly believed in it and his stories are filled with ref-
erences to it, Ilis descriptions ¢f mental and physicel deteriorations of fami-
lies and the individual members of those families show many of the symptoms of
hereditary syphilis, His stories seem to convey the impression that he was al-
ways covered by the shadow of o threatening psychosis, Reading his stories told
in the first person, and remembering that he loved to corsider himself the chief
character in any drama, we are forcod to conclude that while writing these sto~
ries he was, as the narrator, actually liviung them and cxperiencing sll the hor-
ror of the situations he so carofully describod. and theso storivs, we should
bear in mind, usually concluded with the narretor either becoming insane or con-
sidering suicide, driven to such extremeties by the horrors from the Beyond, and
unable to endure even the memory of witnessed eovents after the actual danger had
passed, There was a constant repetition of this theme song---the terror of he-
redity, the memtal and physical degeneration, the hopelessness of struggle, the
ultinmato, unavoidable ond, Lovecraft not only wrote this song agein annd agein
but he lived it, under a shadow from which he could not escapa.

That he had such a fear finally became evident io his friends, They
began to have the same fears regarding him. This they show by referring to the
vial of poison Lovecraft carried with him, by writing that he was morbidly d e-
pressed, "Howard beceme increasingly miserable; I feared ke might go off the deep
end," Fortunaetely he died, as far as the evidence shows, from cancer and Bright's
diseuase, and retained to the end of his life the kesen intelligence he wes so neot-

ed for,
3 Such, thes, were the shadows over Lovecraft.

Had his parentage been different, his childhood and adolescence those
of the usual boy, his health normal, his mother as wise as she was loving; hsd hs
eaten three hearty meals e day, become a soldier, or fallen in love and married
early in life, had children, joined the Rotary Club and occasionally becoms in-




i i = — D e

246 FANTASY COMMENTATOR

toxicated, he might not have become n master writer of the horror ﬁule._Bgt Witg
his heritege, his share in the Oedipus complex, his poverty and @eager 1}v1nglan
the early development of an introverted personality he could write nothing else,

It is greatly to his credit that he lived and died a brave, kindly, un-
complaining gentleman. I fancy I can envision his reception into tl{e heav?n of
St. John, There he would be given o spacious house with venetian bllnd§ shicld-
ing all the windows for "thero is no night there," and it would take him some
+ime to become accustomed to the constant sunshine, In ono room would be deep=-
freeze units filled with every varisty of ice cream, Cats would roamm through the
house. The largest room would be a library, the shelves packed with compl?te
editions of all noted writers of the weird, including the fabulous Necronomjicon
of the med Areb Abdul Alhazred, His first assignment would be to write a travel
book on Hell, and when this, illustrated by Doré, was published, it woul@ be so
terrible that Dante, reading it, would grow green with envy, In spare time he
would compose horror stories, perfectly plotted, with proper vocabulary and ox-
quisite style, Occasionally he would read these to carefully selected groups of
weird tale fans,

I am sure he would be happy in such a life,.

fventually he might wish to open the venetian blinds.

Underwood,
Stroudsburg, Pa.,
Epril, 1948

Acknovledgement: In the preparstion of the above article I have made full use of
HeP.Le: 2 Memoir and the short biographical articles in Mareginslia, Rhode Island

on Lovecraft and The Arkham Sempler. Without the information found there, this

vork could never have been written. I wish to thank August Derleth and Donalu

Wendrei for their permission to quote verbatim one paragraph from "The Lurking
Feer," And finally T wish to express my appreciation to August Derleth for his
meny letters to me which have been of the greatest help in arriving at an under-
standing of Lovecraft,

~==000===

THE ELDER RUNES

Joseph Schaumberger

When once I tried with ancient lore

To test those half-forgotten runes,
From darkened skies rained shattered moons
That flanks of lowering mountains tore;
And music from a distant shore

Drove men insane with elfin tunes.

Great cities sank 'neath drifting dunes
And shadow-beings roamed once more,

And as the continents split wide

hgain was shown the elder power.
So perished man in all his pride,

Swept headlong in that whirlwind hour,
I watched all from beyond the sky---
And laughed to see a planet die,
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THE IMMORTAL STORM

A HISTORY OF SCIZNCIE-FICTICN FANDOM

by
Sam Moskowvritz

(part 12)

X¥XT .
The Greater New York Science Fiction League

Under Hugo Gernsback's aegis the Science Ficticn League hud been a vig-
orous, forward-driving organization that went out of ite way to encourage crea-
tion and growth of local chapters and their activities, The column dovoted 1o
the orgenization in Wonder Stories up to the very end of the Gernsback reogime hzd
incroasod in size and importanccu, Whon Standard Publicaetions purchascd and re-
christenod tho magazine, eand solicitod a grude of fiction that would uppoel to a
lower mental average than that caterod to by tho former ownor, i: zpparently re-
garded tho loague as an annoying appendagc to its business bargui:. For reasons
of prestige and good will the firm could scarcely drop the organic atlon---but on
the other hand no planned campaign to encourege expansion would be initiated,

The six-monthsg' interregnum in 1336 preceding change of the magazine's
ovmership had in itself dealt & fatal blow to the weaker chapters in the Science
Fiction League, Still, the more stable units, such as those in Los Angeles and
Friladolphia, clung tenaciously to thoir league affiliations since these offorcd
them their only means of advertising activities and recruiting new members.; For
the very ssme reasson occasional new groups continued to arise and request caar-
ters despite the near-moribund state of the parent organization.

The long and fantastically chamber-of-commerce~like minutes of the Los
fingeles chapter and the more infrequent and respectable Philadelphia SFL reports
were additional incentive for fans to found new locals. liost of these were abor-
tive attempts, however, There was a lMaryland Intra-City Chapter launched by Wil-
lis Conover. A Yonkers Chapter was announced by O, Dayidson, but that, too, ig~
nominiously expired, Oliver I, Saari began a Minneapolis Chapter of the league,
and reported an apparently successful initial meeting with the well - known fan-
tasy authors Donald Vandrei and Carl Jacobl in attendance; but this first offic-
1zl communication from them was also the last, A Columbus, Ohio group headed by
John Van Rooyan got no further than a good try, nor did J. Chapman Miske's Cleve-
land unit,

The league was also helpless to cope with such ruses as that of Freder-
ick Pohl, who in December, 1936 applied for and roceived a charter for a chapter
in Brooklyn, N. Y. This included on its roster such namos as Elton V, Andrews,
Henry De Costa and Allen Zweig---all of which were pseudonyms of Pohl himself. Two
of the members, lialter Kubilus and Harry Dockweiler, werelive fans, but it is ex-
tremely doubtful if they were guilty of enything more official then paying Pohl
an occasional friendly visit, Pohl successfully continued his hoax, sending re-
ports of the club’s "progress" to headquarters at irregular intervals for several
years, and even announcing a change in name to "“The Greater New York Chapter" in
order to "embrace more territory,"

The Science Fiction League column in the hugust, 1937 issue of Thrill-
ing Wonder Stories announced that James V. Taurasi had formed a chapfer in Flush-
ing, N. Y, Taurasi announced that a July meeling had bsen held with Robert G.
Thompson, Richard Wilson and Abrahem Oshinsky in attendence. The club appeared
thus to be following the lead of Frederick Pohl's---for actually only Taurasi and
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Thompson were present, and no regular meeting had been held at alll ;

The appearance of such new fans as Taurasi, Wilson, Thcglnpson.and G}l—
lespie in the New York area made it almost inevitable that a lasting science-fic~
tion club would eventually be formed there. This indeed proved to be the case,
In October, 1537 Sykora, Thompson, Wilson and iario Racic, Jr. assembled at the
home of Director Taurasi and joined the Queens chapter of the S5FL, The second
meeting, held November 7th, saw the plenning of o hektographed club organ tit-led
Jeddara (the lMartian word for “queen" in Edgar Rice Burroughs' novels). The first
jesue was bound in with Tauresi's Cosmic Tales Quarterly, but two later numbers,
2lso hektographed, were distributed independantly. At the some meeting the club
decided to send a delegate to visit the newly formed Vashington Eeights S¥L, in-
forming them of the Queens group and the presence of other fans in the New York
area. One of the results of this visit, made by Richard Wilson, was to recruit
to the Queens banner three important names from the Washington Heights club: Cy-
ril Kornbluth, Chester Fein and David Charney.

The Queens chapter worked up an interesting correspondence with John ',
Campbell, Jr., newly-appointed editor of Astounding Stories, who adopted a friend-
1y attitude toward visits from members to his office and was Lort informed o their
progress. Another correspondent of the club was Thomas 5. Geruuer, well known in
those days for his contributions to Wonder Stories, who evinced the desire even-
tually to meet the membership, {Both of these events proved later to be quite im-
portant, ) The chepter's January, 1238 mesting was attended by Moskowitz, who
found the members congenial and who offered them suggestions and help. It was at
this time that he definitely resolved to work with Sykora toward holding thc First
Hational Bcience Fiction Convention in Newark that yoar,

Superficially the Qucens SFL appoared to be an innocuous typc of organ-
ization, bumbling heppily slong & slightly juvenile course and professing no
world-shaking ideals or purposeos, It did have a by-law, though, which statod
that a recruit could not join if objected to by two members, The presonce of 5 -
kora thus made it almost certain that Wollheim and his followers would have dif-
ficulty becoming members, 3But motivated either by chance or by excellent sources
of information, Wollheim and three of his friends--~Michel, Goudket and Pohl---
attended the March, 1938 meeting at which Sykora wos not present, VWhen they ask-
ed to join there was no one to cast a vote ageinst them or rnlly others to do so,
since no member there had ever had any serious acltercotion with them, The only
thing standing in their vwey wes ¢ league ruling thot no individual could belong
to two chapters at the same time, To circunmvent this, Pohl resigned from his

Greater New York chapter, and his pen-name Elton V. Andrews ascended to its
chairmanship.

And so it hoppened that Sykora returned to the April moeting e greatly
saddencd fen, His only chence of undoing these past events lay in the interpre'-
tation of & club by-law which reed: "All proposed members must receive a unanie
mous vote of the society in order to enter." Did this mean all members in the
chapter---or merely all those present at the voting? This guestion was brought
onto the floor, and the club voted for the latter interpretation. At the same
meeting it passed another ruling, one of much later significance to iteelf and to
Sykora in particular: 'A member, after three consecutive sbsences, o ay be in-
formed that, unless he appears at the next meeting, or gives a gooé _reason for
wot doing Bo, be automaticelly dropped from the rolls."o

The Queens chapter expanded gradually in size, so that at the time of
the May, 1938 meeting it had thirteen active members, Meny of these felt that
i:urthor growth would best be promoted by retitling the chapter so as to encourage
interest of fans in the entire city of New York rather than simply those living
in the borough of Queens. By a majority vote the neme was then changed to the



FANTASY COMMENTATOR 249

Greater New York chapter of the Science Fiction League, end an official charter
was duly obtained for the new name. This chuange apparently was well-sdviscd, for
the June 5, 1938 meeting, the first undor this now policy, was the most success-
ful to date, Sixteen fans were present, including the newly~-acquired trio from
the Washington Heights chapter. Two amateur artists, John Glunte and Daniel C,
Burford, were added to the roster, as was the old-timer Jack Rubinson. The third
issue of Jeddars was distributed. Plans were mude to cooperate with Ilerbert Goud-
ket in producing Scienti-Photo, a fun mngazine composed largely of photographs,
A regular talk vwas delivered by William Sykora, and the group soemed well on its
way toward continued growth and achievement,

However, though they weroe not publicized, ominous undcrtonos of dissen-
gion existed---and it was not long before these came to the surface, The grougp
of Michelists and Michelist sympathizers continued to build up strength. One of
them, Frederick Pohl, propossd at a meeting that the chapter send a delegute to
the loftist American Youth Congress and/or support it with a contribution of *¢n
cents per member. Director Taurasi, always an eesy-going fellow ecmenetble to rec.-
gon, balked completely at this, refusing to allow & vote on the motion on the
grounds that it was political and therefore had no place on the agenda of a sci-
ence~fiction orgunization. Accusing him of dictatorship, Michelists began inm-
peechment proceedings against Taurasi, These were to culminete at the June mesi-
ing, but the banner attendance and presence of new members made the whole affair
appear unseemly, so the matter was discreetly dropped. However, it is signifi=~
cant to note that lMichelist-sympathizer Richard Wilson, secretary of the club dur-
ing this period, included no mention of the incident whatsoever in the official
minutcs, which your historian has reed.

Teurasi had never been partisan in previous fen dissensions, and con-
sequently had never joined or aligned himself with any clique. But now, forced
on the defensive end finding himself elone, he appealed to Sam Moskowitz to visit
the chapter and give him moral support. Thus Moskowitz, accompanied by another
Newark fan, Alex Osheroff, waes present at the club's meeting in July, At the ap-
propriate time he expressed the desire of Oshuroff und himself to join as regular
dues-paying mombors., Tne question as to whethor he could attend rcgularly was
then submittcd, and both ropliod in thou affirmative. Since they were residents
of another state, howover, it would be necessary to amend club by-laws in order
to permit the two to join, A motion permitting out-of-state fans to become mem-
bors provided they attended rogularly was then passed by a majority of the fans
present. But when the membership of Moskowitz and Osheroff was balloted on, four
"no" votcs wero cast., MNoskowitz was startled by this turn of evonts. He rose
and stated that in his opinion the banning from membership 3im the oruly local
club in the area of an active, interested fan was disgraceful. Further, he said,
any prejudice a few fans might have against him need not also have been direcied
against Osheroff. Pohl then pointadly reminded iioskowitz that bhs was not a mem-
ber of the group, and that if he insisted on giting vent to his opinions he would
have to leave. (At this point it should also be noted that the complete minutes
of this July meeting had been romoved from the records secretary Vilson passed on
to his successor, and to date have not been recovered.)

With such controversial factions present, it waes obvious that the cludb
could not hope to present m united front much longer, And when Moskowitz pr e-
sented opinions to this effect in en article published in The Science-Fiction Fan
Wollheim promptly seized upon them as evidence proving him guilty of subversive
action in regard to that organization,

Because of the volume of his opposition, Sykora absented himself from
the chepter meetings for soms time. Michelists at this point seized upon a by-
law steting that a member could be expelled for non-atiendance and non-payment of
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dues for three or more meetings, ond insisted upon bis expl}lsion. Tu}zrasll fe'i\‘.us.-
ed to consider such sction on the grounds that chapter b_-:r-m’-.'.s pluln]..._f u.tk_nted
that a member to be expelled must be prosent to defend himself. The I.u.ch-fln.s:bs
considered this inepplicable, and Taurasi gidetracked & showdown on the po:_.nt oli{
insisting that it first be proved conclusively that Sykora had ubgented hn:meol
from three or more consecutive meotings. Concrets prgof was lacking, for uecr_e—
tary Wilson did not regularly include in the minutes hemos of all ‘t_;hoae attending
meetings, Teurasi then refused o recognize eny expulsion proceedlng'r,s. b

Yothing daunted, the Michelists next bogan impeechment B.C'thI:l agalllnst
Taurasi, Before these could culminate Taurasi resigned the directorship. T he.a
meeting continued without him, and Sykora vas expelled from the chupter, Taqra§1
announced his refusal to remein in the chapter, and stutod thot the cellarof his
home, therctofore usod as its meeting place, would no lonyer be available. ) H [z}
further vrote Leo lLargolies, dirsctor of the Science Fiction Loagus, ocxpleining
the situation, iargolies likewise receivud reports from Michelist mcmbers of the
club, The letter he wrote in roply to Teurasi is important onough to quoto from
uxtensively, It was dated September 14, 1538, and read as follows:

I wes greatly distressed by your report councerning
recent meetings of the GRYSFL, I am familier with the dif-
ferences of opinions between lssrs, Sykora and Wollheim and
have made several efforts to reconcile them, But ovidently
their acrimonious relations have gonse too far thig time.

It is impossible for Thrilling Gonder Storics t o
ascortain which group is in tho right, mainly bocausc of tho
colored versions that come to our attention from the princi-
pals concerned, Regardless, after serious consideration, we
have decided to dissolve the Greater Mew York Chapter, Asfar
as our magazine is concerned, as of this date, the Groater
Now York Chapter does not exist,

While this is quite a drastic action, we have dig-
cussed the matter in great detail right here in the office,
end we suggest a rather favorable alternative for your group,

Briefly, here's the plan: Let Kr, Sykora form his
ovm branch of the SFL---that is, after he secures ut least
ton members, Lot him be carcful in orgenizing his chaptor,
a8 to whon ho includos for membership, There is no reason why
Hev York City can't have several individuel chepters, each
headed by an enthusiastic follower of science fiction, each
conposed of a group of individusls whose interests and rele-
tions are both mutusl and compatible..

Sinilarly, we suggest that Mr, Wollhein round up
his own chapter with ten followersy let him he careful +thet
his members are all friendly, thet no internal dissension
will rise again to destroy the orpanization,

And thus perished tho Greeter New York chapter of theo Science Fiction
Loegue, and not unnaturally neither faction was satisfied vwith the turn events
hed taken, 1In retrospect, however, we can see that it was inevitable, Zqually
inevitable was an even more important corollary to the breek-up, Dy their own da~
liberete actions the Michelists had not only made o new enemy, but had caus-
ed him to join forces with iwo 0ld ones. And the combination of Sykora's long ex
perience, Moskowitz's widespread contacts and penchant for article-writing, and
Taurasi's publishing abilities wes a formidable one indeed, Thie triumvirate not
only cutlasted Michelism itself, but lived to wield great power in future fandom,
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XXXII
Fantagy News and New Fandom

Until late June, 1938, Richard Wilson's Science Fiction lews=- was
the only weekly fan journal in the field., Begun December 4, 1937, it encountered
no compotition whatsoever for a full seven’ months, Though its very oxistence
marked the beginning of the end for extensive inter-fan correspondence, it was
by no means unreservedly popular, In the first place, its hektographed columns
were all too often too lightly printed to be reed easily. Again, there was its
price---five cents for a single letter-sized sheet; for the same sum, other mag-
azines provided up to ten times as much reading-matter as the Nowe-Lefter, Fur-
ther, the News-Letter failed to serve the needs of fandom at the time, To dig~
cern trends of the period from a file of this johrnal would be impossible~--duc-
pite the fact that it called itsolf & "news-letter," The bulk of its space was
devoted to reviews of movies, plays and books, radio notes, fantasy cartoon data
and similar minor irrelevancies---ell the more inexcusable when one reflects on
the history being made in the field at the time and the fact that the aversge fan
hungered for information about it,

Vilson's poriodical specialized in trivial anecdotes instead of meaty
news stories, We have alroady learned how it treated the first national conven=~
tions reviewing with ¢commendable completeness every iournal distributed there,
but failing to impart to its clientele & single sentence about the affair itself,
Naturally this left the News-Letter open to criticism and competition, Surpris-
ingly enough, tho latter appcared first,

On June 26, 1938 Taurasi brought out the first issue of Fantasy MNews.
The initial purpose of this new weekly was to fill out unexpired subscriptions
to Teaurasi's Cosmic Tales, the title which Robert G, Thompson had inkerited and
found himself incapable of continuing, The grammar end spelling in Fantagy News
ware atrocious, and it, too, .was only a single sheet of two pages. But it was
mimeographed---and we have already noted that this, in a hektographing era, was
provocative of respect, Further, Fantagvy News sold at three numbers for & dime.
It wes set up in approved newspaper style with headlines, and its specicl depart-
monts were clearly separated from actual news, It even boasted an editorial
staff whose members were individually responsible for radio, cinewa and fan mag-
azine reviews, Such specialization made for a better paper.

Fantasy Newg' initial modest success irritated Richard TWilson, From
the first he reprinted in the Mews-Letter's "Snicker Department" the worst gram-
matical and spelling errors he could excerpt from Taurasi's shect, Then a more
damaging phase of his antipathy began. Taurasi was using a mimeograph machine
borrowed from the then-defunct Phantasy Legion by permission of David Kyle, Wil-
son convinced Kyle that the machine could be put to better use on his more lit-
crete Science Fiction News-Letter, and one day the two descended upon Flushing

lats and emancipated it from the woekly slavery imposed by Taurasi., In & singls
‘roko Vilson felt he had eliminaeted his competition,

In desporation, Taurasi contacted Sykora and begged permission to use
.is mimeograph. Sykore was willing; and so Teurasi and Mario Racic (an important
behind~the-seenes worker in fandom) continued to pay Sunday visits to Sykora's
house and Fantaesy News continued to appear,

Tt will be remembered that at the Newark convention in May much maneu-
vering and counter-mancuvoring marked the choice of a committee to take charge of
the 1939 world convention. Sykora had been authorized by attendees to appoint a
group, and he maintained that their majority abrogated the authority of a previ-
ous committee named for the seme purpose at the New York convention of February,
1937, Friends of Vollheime--chairman of the old committee---prepared end circu-
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leted et the Newark convention o petition protesting this, as we navu previously
etated (chapter XXVIII), Wollheim himself refused to recognize the new comnittee
or to relinquish his chairmanship in the old one. This action received support
when the lfichelist-dominated Greater New York S¥L chapter, at its July meeting,
pessed & wotion accepting responsibility for being the handling cormittev of the
1938 convention, Two active, competing committoes now existud.

Sykora called a meeting of his group, which was composed of Moskowitz,
Goudket, Fein and Kubilus, Only Moskowile appeared. Since the weather wes in-
clement, a second set of invitations for a later date were mailed, Again only
Moskowitz responded, and without & querom the committee obviously could not hope
to function, Why did the others fail to appear? Lacking definite dinformation,
we can only spoculate that sinco €1l thrae hud or had ecquired friendly inclina-
tions towards lichelism, they may have stayed away purposely to piease Wollheim.

Heanwhile the lichelists had shown their petition to the gcience~fic-
tion magazine editors Margolies and Campbell, who decided to make an attempt at
reconciling both factions, since a successful science-fiction convention would
gid their owm interests. Zarly in July, therefore, Cempbell, ilrgolies, OUykora
and Wollheim met in solemn conclave in a New York restaurant. ifargolies ncted us
interrogator, alternately questioning Sykora and Wollheim to ascertain just what
their ideass and opinions were, It soon becems evident that it would be impossi-
hle to reconcile their diametrically opposed views, That left but one altcrna-
tive: a choice must be made botwoon the two, predicated upon evidonce as to which
showed better ability to present a successful convention.

VWollheim named the Committee for the Political Advancement of Science-
Fiction as the logical group to sponsor the convention, and cited its support by
the Greater New York SFL chapter. Sykore had nothing compareble to e¢all upon;
and it appeared that the nod would go to Wollheim, ind as @& lost resort he at-
tempted to turn the odds by a bluff, Pooh-poohing the strength of Wollheinm's sup-
portcrs, ho declared (with a nonchelant wuve of his hand) that in a few months'
time he co?ld produce an organization twice as powerful as the CPASF, As capa-
ble a publishing executive as Leo llargolies could not be duped by such a show of
mock bravado, however, If Sykora could produce something concrete, he said, he
would be willing to recomsider; but in the absence of anything more suhstun%ial
than boasts, he would string along &t least temporarily with Wollheirm, Picking
“Pt'?he check, ho led the group from the restaurant, Campbell had taken little
e ?2ﬁo;ne§?:o$f:c§£;§%s' but his silence plainly indicated that hc second-

When he entered the discussion, W i
_ ; r s Wollheim probably felt that the cards
¥ere stacked agglnst him, that the discussion was preordained to be in Sykora's
tzvo:. But as it procee?ed, he was easily able to make the better impression in
S’: face of his opponent's weak logic, After leaving the restaurant he accosted
Sykore on o near-by corner and offered his hand, But Sykora disdained it, feel-
ing that t; sgate hands would be to admit his own crushing defeat ’

o Sykora this conference was a final set-b i bt orm 1
; =back in an interminably gall-
ing feud that had begun over a year tefore. Only at the Newark conventioz g;d he
izénei a zamp;rary victory; elsewhere he had always emerged the lozer Xlwuys he
played a lone game, enlisting the help of oth bt et i

Loskowitz and others--~on occaaion i erst--haéle, e iy Teunas
e et s but never informing them of the underlying

ilot surprisingly, Moskowitz had bee

. L n most bewildered at the d ic de-
:;:ﬁpg:nggmiﬁa:?igfgiig¥12§ :h:ﬁ hedexpected gedvely to be an order;y Zgizzztign
_ ) v e advence sei icti

teken him into his confidence, and the R fiotion. Sykore had no

1 dislike of Wollheim by bo

: W th had never re-
sulted in eny mutually planned operations againat him, But when the two next met
t . ]
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Sykora finelly unburdened himsolf to Koskowitz---a bil guardedly, vel with ree-
sonable honesty---of the political mancuverings during the recont convention and
of tho rcsult of the recent conference with the cditors (of which last Lioskowitz
had not ovon heard), Hu was not asking for holp, ho zald, since only displayirg
to Mergolies and Campbell a larze, woll-knit organizstion willing and able to
put on the convention would be effective---and he knew well there =as no prospect
of whipping into shape uny such group within a month or two.

iar from being discouraged by the prospects, oskowitz became eelf-zus-
sured, jubilunt and cocky, 4 month geemed to him ample time in which to0 produce
a sizablou organization, 1In fact, the organization itself was no problem at zll.
Instead, ne wondered vhethor the nocossary club publication could bs mimcogragi-~
6d or 11 he would have to depend on his own worn-out nektograph outfit, and
whether his spending money of a dollar a wesk could do the work of the five need-
od by the organizestion, iykore, foeling reandy to go along for a laugh, made it
plain to the neophyto that ho would go s high as ten, That being the case, Los-
kowitz gave his money-beck gusrantee that he would produce the world's largost
science-fiction organization within a month, But to do so he would need the help
of Taurusi's Fantasy News, and he aslked that a mesting of the tkree be arranged.

This meeting was held on July 17, 1938 at OSykora's hom¢. A mora s»lf-
assured, domineering end conceitod youngster than Sam lioskowitz was that Suaday
has rarely been seen in fandom, He wes barely out of high school, and had but a
few wecks past attained tho pontifical elevation of cightoen years---yot he sys-
tematically vetoed and overrode every suggsestion of Sykora and Teurasi, insisting
that the new club would be run kis way or not at a2ll, Oykora, for example, want-
ed a strong science motif dominunt, as in tne old IHA, He was told thot if the
official magazine published one science article in three issues he could cornsider
himsclf lucly. Taurasi felt that the club organ should use fiction, e wns blumt-
ly informod that nothing but articles and columns on sciencc-fiction would be
uscd---that there would nover be uny fiction thoere. Sykora wanted the club to
use the nume of the ISA again, while Taurasi favored that of the abortive Amori-
can Fantasy Association, which had been stillborn two weeks vefore. Loskouitz
uaceremoniously replied that the club was to be celled Now Fandom (= nams he nad
gleaned from a recent series of articles by Jauck Speer, "Annals of XHciw Fandom™)
and he positively rcfused to considor eny compromise, i'e believed. perhaps cor-
rectly, that the word "new" bespoke the freshness of a clean siate, ancther start,
and would attract fans to membership, Despite strong objections, ke insisted
that the magazine also be titled New Fandom, end further that it be mimeographed
and hove silk-screen covers like the old Interngtional Observer.

Both Sykora aend Teuresi were at tho nadir of thoir fan careers, and hud
no bargairing points. Moskowitz, on tho other hand, had the backing of not oxnly
the Philadclpnia faction (socond most influential in fandom at tho timo)} but of
ine¢ many fan publishers dependent on his manuscript burecau as well, Consequently
he had his ovm way complctoly, Sykora went along because there was nothing else
for him to do, but Taurasi displayed more enthusiasm when Moskowitz told him, us
sn incidental aside, that Fantasy News would heve to be made the leading newspa-
ror of fandom in both popularity and circulation, It was his intention, said
Moskowitz, to perform the tasks of cresting New Fandom and energizing Fagiasy MNews
concurrently, Probaply the only thing more irritating than a braggart is a brag-
gart who proves his point. This Loskowitz proceeded to do in as unusual a seriecs
of coincidonces and political jockeyings as fandom hud ever sesn.

Tho besic of lloskowitz's self-confidonce wes a letter from Reymond Van
Houten, director of the Science Fiction Advancement Association, dated April 22,
1938, In this Van Houten offered to turn over the organization to roskowitz in
its entirety, since he---Van Houten---ias no longer able of carrying it, Here

'y
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fate played a hand, Before woskowitz could write Exis acceptance of _tlf}e.dormanz
SFAL, Fantasy News published Van Houten's resignation from the or.'ganlzdt.lon, an

the news of his appointment of Roy dA. Squireg as temporary man:'ig:.ng secxei‘:a‘ry. I‘t
now appeared thet he would have to deal with Squires, an olc‘i-tlmo.fnn ros%dlz}g in
Glendulp, Celifornis, But gumblin: on the premise th:?.t Squires mlgh‘t ‘nOu want
the job, ifoskowitz promptly virote Yan Houten, requesting the orgenization and out~
lining his plan to have it form the nucleus of a powerful, new group whose pur-
pose would be presenting a science-fiction convention the next year.

On hugust 6th Van Houten replied as follows:

Your plans to teke over the S.Fsi.h. are just what
I've been loocking for. I wanted to sponsor the 1939 conven-
tion but I didn't have the funds, You are hereby appointed
Manager-Sccretary; I will remain Chairman of tho Powurd of Trus-
tees in an advisory capacity. The Mg.=Sec, runs the show,
trustees notwithstanding, Will forward membership lists and
other data later, Suffice it to say that the orgenization
is in your hands,

Two days later he dispatched & follow-up letter, restating thoe sumu terms m o'ro
fully, but adding the reservations that the names of the club enc of the official
organ must be maintained, The latter clause called for immediate ironing out,
for under no circumstances was Moskowitz \'lillhin!& ftoir{igepart from his preconcuived
plans as alrvady outlined, He therefore armnée ALOF hugust 14th, to be attendcd
by Van Houten, Sykora and himself, for the express purpose of bringing Van Houten
around to his view. But before speaking of thig further, we must backtrack for
c few moments to develop other threads of the narrativs,

The first officirl announcemont of Mew Fandom appeared in the August Tth
number of Fantesy Nows. Under iloskowitz's bylino the following modest statement
ggecared: Watch for science-fiction's greatest organization!

New Fandom! To form & new base for fan activities missing

since the death of Fantasv lagazine, Pecked by Sam lioskowitz

and Will Bykora this id a sure-fire organization that will

START with fifty members, Official organ out in a month.....

Details in future issues of Fantasy MNews,

And beneath this announcemant was a smell, appurently unrelated news note to the
effect that The Scionce Fiction Critic wms delayed because of publisher CleireP.
Beck's visit to his brother Clyde in Reno,

Juring the week of August 7, 1938, a strapping, rcd-hcaded young man,
over six foot tell, knockod at tho door of Hoskowitz's Newark home and ennounced
his nomo: Claire Bock, It developed thet he had tired of fruit-picking in Lake-
port, California, and had decided to visit his brother in San ¥rancisco (not Re-
no, as Pantesy Mews erroneously reported), After leaving there he travelled east,
pousing en route to visit Clark Ashton Smith, R. H. Barlow, C. L. Moore and oth-
ors, and arriving nineteen days later at the home of William ifiller, Jr., one of
his old-tine correspondents, in Fast Orange, New Jersey. As Iiiller had dropped
out of fandom at that time, Bock wes able to spend two full weeks at his homo
without fandon learning he was in the Eapst,

Beck paid loskovitz a second visit a few days loter, and nsked if he
could be put up for the night, since he was uncble to stey longer with Miller,
As this was impossible, (loskowitz suggested thot he spesk to Richerd Wilson, who
in the past hed been eble to =tcomodute visiting fans,

¥hen the lidchelists got wind of his arrivel in Richmond Hill there wes
ruch excitement, for Back's hitch-hiking feat was tho first of its type by a fa-
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mous fan, and represented the actual accomplishment of whet many fans had droanm-
ed of doing but had never dared to try---namely, travelling about the countiry,
vieiting well-known funs and fantasy authors, with lack of finances n o gerious
handicap. Jubilantly, Richurd Vilson mapped plans to scoop his competitor wic:
the most sensational news story of the year, In fandom, Beck's hitchhiking trip
had a news-velue comparable to that of Lindbergh's flight in the world press,

On the evening of August 13, 1938, Wilson (accompenied by Beck) visit-
ed Taurasi to gloat over his supposed scoop, FHe was stunned to learn that not
only had Taurasi received the news from Moskowitz earlier in the week, but with
it sufficient copy to fill four pages,” In addition to the feature story thnerc
were associational itoms and an editoriul by Moskowitz on tho significance of the
ovent, Further, these pages had been mimeographed, essembled and meiled.

Wilson attempted to belitile his competitor's uccount by having Beck
point out a few minor errors in it, and publishing these in his Neys-Lgtter for
August 20th, But the prestige of the Science Fiction News-Letter was so badly
shaken by the combined scoop and doubling in size of Fantagy News that it never
recovered, Never again able to challenge its competitor, it dwindled on for al-
most eight months and then suspended publication,

On hugust 14th, as scheduled, Van Houten, Taurasi, Sykora and Loskowitz
met at the latter's home to iron out the SFAA-Newr Fandom merger. after some dis-
cussion, Van Houten agreed to have the personality of his organization complete-
ly dominated by the newer group. Ioskowitz gained his point by pointing out that
the SFA4 had the reputation of & "do-nothing" group, that it vwas essentially dic-
tatoriul in pake~up, ond that the best way of overcoming such faults would be to
start anew with a clean slate., Arrongements were then made for Van Houten to play
an important part in initiating success for New Fandom, He w7as first to write an
editorial outlining the beneficial effects of the merger on SFAL members, and to
type half of the stencils for the official magazine regularly. These negotiations
had scarcely been completed when the doorbell rang.

On the threshold was Claire Beck, and behind him could bo seen faces
of the opposition--~Wilson, kichel and Pohl. The visitors entered, and the two
factions sat in comparative silence and discomfiture glaring at each other acrsss
the big living-room table. The incident was later described by Van Houten (then
a neutral to the dispute) in the August 20, 1938 issue of his rarbon-conied mag-
azine of commentary Ven Houten Says as follovs:

«s.I was very much amused when I was present at a meeting be-

tween (or among) Will Sykora, Sam Moskowitz, John B. Michel,

Richard Wilson, end a fellow whose name I forget...., Quiet-

ude was rempant, to say the least, And the Hon, C. P. Beck

vias there, with a puzzled look flitting across his red-topped

face every now and then, There seems to be a magnitudinous

amount of bad blood someplace. Liaybé I've been missing some-

thing.

The published reactions of neutrels Bsck and Van Houten ware clear in-
dications as to the oxtent of dotorioration of rolations between both factions.
The two grecups were silent, each knowing that to broach unsubtly the bones of con-
t1on might precipitate an immediate scene,

Had Sykora, Moskowitz and Taurasi been themselves unbiased, they might
have paused to consider the reason for the Michelists' visit. It could, after
ell, have had a conciliatory motivation, But the Triumvirate had quickly reach-
ed the point where they regarded every Michelist action &s eimed, directly or in-
direotly, at their own interests, Even & friendly Michelist move they promptly
would construe to be designed to harm them, They were utterly convinced of their
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being victims of injustices, And, since the llichelists never both'ered to explain
their actions, in print or otherwise, the Triumvirate's attitude is oasy to un-
g FHAn0s Despite the Michelists® silence, and dospite tho fact that as competont
2 historian as Jack Speer considered their mctions at the time "wholly indefen-
sible," it behooves us for the sake of accurate perspective to examine their mo-
tives, When Wilson moved to deprive Taurasi of his mimeograph he may heve_ been
morally wrong, but not technically so. ls was a member of the Phantasy l.egion oo
well as Taurasi, and certainly had as muoh right to the pachine, Today, one von-
ders why the two made no compromise: certainly both could have used it without
friction, When the Michelists impeaghed Taurasi, they were technically correct
in their procedure, and he should have allowed a majority to make s decision.
Similarly, Wollheim, in arguing for the chairmenship of the committee to sponsor
the 1939 convention, had & legitimate point. If the Greater New York SFL membors
voted against letting Osheroff end Noskowitz join the chapter, it was Sykora's
own sponsorship of the by-lew making it possible that put that by-lew in the club
books; and he had sponsored it with the conjecturel possibility of invoking it to
exclude the Michelists. Obviously, then, tha Michelists could justify their ac-
tions on technical grounds, And equally obviously the Triumvirate was pushing its
case on the grounds of morel end unwritten laws, the rules wvhich in human soci-
ety frequently outweigh in importance those actually in print.
On August 21st Noskowitz received two letters that filled him with dire
forebodings. One, from Beck, asked thai & meeting be arranged for the next af-
ternoon to discuss a matter of extrome importance, The other, from Van Houten,
revealed whet the matter vas, On kugust 15th Beck hod visited Ven Houten, and
had told him that he disliked seeing the SFAA die out in name; citing a senti-
mental attachment to the organization of long standing (Beck had been an early
member when Bloomsr had held sway, and hed once before almost acquired leadership
of the club) he asked Van Houten to turn the SFAA over to him, Van Houten then
gtated that he epproved of such a plan, and requested HMoskowitz to turn the lan-
aging-Secretaryship back to Beck,

Lioskowitz replied to neither letier, and did not go to meet Beckat the
time and place suggested, Beck then wrote once more, announcing:

I am now ¥anaging-Secratary of the SFAA, wnd vhen I
get back from New England I will get the membership ani sub-
scription list.,.., Ioanwhile I expect New Fandom totc lsunch -
ed and startod, and I em sure that you can manegs it.,..
Beck further wrote that Hoskowitz could use the SFAA mailing list, and that he
need not feel obligated to fill out membership; thus the arrangement would be
.avantageous to him,

_ However, it was evident that without the SFAA, New Fandom could not bs
launched in & month's time, znd that the bid of Sykora's convention committee
would thereforo be lost, Ilioreover, Moskowity firmly believed that the lMichelists
had deliberetely influenced Beck to persuade Van Houten to renege his previous
decision to merge theo SFAL with New Fundom., Psychologicmlly he was incapablo of
deducing anything else fz;om the facts he hed, 4s a corollary, Beck beceme his
eneny, and having settled this in his mind, Moskowitz took swift steps to succor
his dreem of New Fandom, {to be continued)

~==000==m

BACK NUXBERS: At present we have o very limited stock of th i i
e following issues of
Eaptasy Commentators #2, 16, 17, 18, Price: 25¢ each, five for §l. t

. 5 If you are
interested in any of these, please order now, while the supply lasts., y
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FANTASY IN ROMANCE MAGAZINE

compiled by William H. Evans

Romance started in November, 1912 as e companion ragozine to Adventure, initially
with the same oditor and authorg, It lestod only twolve issues,
Nov, 1919 (vol. 1, no.1): "Womun's Rights" by H. 2. Bailey (8pp)
Cavu story, versus nodorn suffrage.
June 1920 (vol. 2, no.2): "Chinese Lagic" Ly Algernon Blackwood (1lpp)
A beautifully written story of hallucinaliong,
Oct, 1220 (vol. 2, no.6): "The Image of Sesphia’ by James Branch Cabell (7pp)
s tale of Poictesme and Dom lenuel, For 211 Czbell fans~--and others,

=-=~000-~~
GOTTLIEB, Hinko (1886-

The Key to the Great Gate
New York: Simon & Schuster, 1947, 178pp, 1fan. $22,

Reviow: In these days, whon fans gearch diligently for their fevorite sop and pub-
lighers crawl over each other in frantic effort 1o bring their o :.m fame and for-
tune, it scems incredible that any fantasy book could be published witnout one
squib being written in announcement, praise or derision, To the hest of your re-
viewoer's knowledge, howevor, such has been the case with the volume at hand., all
the moro incredible is the fact that the book is an cminently prosentable worl,
although sharing, it must be said, those ills emjdisebilities common to the gerre,

The entire action of the novel takes place within a six-by-itwelve cell
in a Viennese prison, to which the leading charactars have been consigned Ly tie
Nazis, Threo are ordinary men; but the fourth is Dov Tarnapolski, a Jewish sci-
entist who has discoverud and is able to conirol the fundamental nature of spacu
as postulated by post-Einsteinian mathematicians. :

How our protagonists live in comparative elegance, replete with radio,
grand piano, salami, cheese and chicken, end evon a seven-room house with grounds
all within the cramped space of their 1ittle cell---and to the spoplectic discom-
fiture nf their Nezi jailors-~~-is a tale which amuses and diverts the reader. The
theme goes deeper than thal, but only enough so that the morelistic physic under
the sugared exterior may be absorbed in small doses,

‘“he author was born iz Croatia, grew up in Zagreb, end now lives in Pa-
lestine, Fo had personal experience with the seamy side of German occupation,
having been imprisoned by the Cestapo when Jugoslavia succumbed. Later he wes
active with the Jugo partisans, These authentic experiences are a sirong frame-
vrork upon which the fabric of the story hangs.

The novel as well as the suthor hes an interesting history. The ori-
ginal manuscript was written during & short interludo of sscape and freedom, and
wag somohow proserved until Mr, CGottlieb joinod the partisans. At that time it
wag cachod in a cave, discovered by the Germans, and destroyoed. A year later in
Ttaly it wes reconstructed in the original Serbo-Croat langusge, and completed in
Pelestine, It was then translated into German, From this version it was Eng-
lished into the edition at hand by Fred Bolman and Ruth Morris, and dscorated
with lively illustrations by Sem Fischer,

Hinko Gottlieb, who has been & journalist, a playuright, an editor znd
a lawyer, lost fortune, sons end sven country in World ¥War IXI, lis book, while
by no stretch of the imeglnation a paregon of iiterary endeavor, rovesls a hardy,
unbowed nature, still reaching forward, still striving to attain that porsel of

dignity which is man's crovming acquisition, 1
---Raynond Van louten.
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THUMBING THE MUNSEY  FILES

with Williem H. Evans

Editer's note: It is with great plemsure that we welcome back lr. Bvans' column

éhich vill summarize plots agd literary velues of the fantasy fiction prinFed in

the lunsey megazines, He will begin with All Story, and carry on chronologically
through each installment. emmfoLeS,)
A1l Story

1905

Jan, “When Time Slipped a Cog" by W. Bert Foster (5 parts: 25,20,22,10,11pp):
Melville Day suddenly reslizes that u whole year is missing from his
life. Things are mixed up for him, s he finds himself married to a
women he dossn't knov, etc, DLventually he recovers his memory, and all
is straightened out, So-s0.

"The Great S5leep Tanks" by Margaret Prescott lontague (9pp): The story is
laid in 1920-22, when a trust has srisen that by use of a gadgel stores
up 81l the sleep in the country, selling it only in small cupsules. Fi-
nelly & couple of men destroy the tanks containing the "zondensed sleep;,'
putting the whole country in slumber for doys. The suthorecs' tongue-
in-cheek attitude is very good throughout,

“The Chost et Box 13" by Howard R. Geris (4pp): Foliceman Durke is killed
just as he is pulling patrol box 13, Erom then on the box either does-
n't work or sends in calls when no one ig near it, The ghost is finally
laid---and turns out to be & grounded power line, Average.

Mar, "The Harmony of Death" by C, Whittier Tate (6pp): Disappointed in love, a
violinist writes a wedding march that kills his (ex-) bride, and then
himself., So-s0,

Apr., "A Kansas Torncdo Trust" by T. Z. Chiswvick (5pp): Horatio Binney invents &
devico (its principles are unsteted) that detects the epproach o torns-
does, He rents it to midwestern towns a% moderute fees, MNext he finds
out how such storms can be controlled, and attempts to uss the knowledrec
for blackmail; but his control backfires, and he falls victimto o storm
of his own making, Semi-humorous, end of passable quality,

May  "The Moon ietal" by Carrett P, Serviss (35pp): This classic bears reread-
ing even today, The tale telly of a mysterious Dr, Syx, who perfects a
process forbringing a nev metel from the moon, This metnl is at first
supposed to be mined on Earth, and most of the action is devoted to how
its socret source is revealed. It is intensoly interesting throughout.
This zppeared in book form (Harper, 1900), and was also seriglized some
years ago in soveral Iiddle States nowspapers,

June "A Dip in the Fourth Dimension" by F. J. Knight-Adkin (6pp): An early use

of the theme Bob COlson made famous in Amazipg Storjes., This example is
no more than fair, hovever, j

Vigitation of Voices" by George Halifax (6pp) is so off-trail a
that it is difficult to review, A strange voice affacts certein people
strangely, meking them good. I found it unusuel and well above averoge.
"The Wet Veather Vendors" by T. Z. Chiswick (5pp): A sequel to "A Kansas
Tornado Trust,” this time about e rain-making machine that is a hoax.
"The Thread of Chence" by C. Whittier Tate (4pp): A ghost puts a young men
back on tho straight road when he is sbout to commit suicide,
“Hie Honor's Psychic fxperiment" by Mary Roberts Rinehart (4pp):

A story

July

Telekin-

otics on a stroet-car---the conductor steps out, the judge concentrates
and the conductor disappears!

Interesting despite a mundene solution,




BOOKS FOR SALE:

The following titles are duplicates which have been accumulating in
my collection for some time., All are guaranteed to be fantsstic in
nature---some supernatural, some selence-fiotién, some pure fantasy.
For rapld disposal I am pricing them et figures of 5-10¢ more than
I pald for them---with one obvious exception. All orders postpaid. -
Stamps of small denomenation (1-2-3€) accepted for amounts under $5.
A11 books are in good condition unless otherwise specified.

DEATH RATTLE by Hanns Gobsch. Boston, 1932. First ed. $ .50
CAN SUCH THINGS BE? by Ambrose Blerce. H.Y., no date. «50
IN THE MIDST OF LIFE by Ambrose Bierce. N.Y., 1927. «50

ALICE IN BLUNDERLAND by John K. Bangs. N.Y., 1907. First ed. «25
BUCK ROGERS IN THE 25th CENTURY big 1ittle book. 1933. FPaper. 25
THIS MORTAL COIL by Cynthia Asquith, 1947. First ed. a/w 1.90
AND THE DARKNESS FALLS ed. by Boris Karloff First ed. 600pp. .95
THE BEST OF SCIENCE FICTION ed. by Conklin. mint, d/w. 800pp. 1.90
THE GOIDEN GOSPEL: A LEGEND by Gabriel Scott. N.Y¥Y., 1928, 1.50
First editlon of a scarce and delightful fantasy., d/@ *
MAN OVERBOARD! by F.Marilen Crawford. London, 1903, last, 11lus. .35
A FAIRY LEAPT UPON MY KNEE by Bea Hewe. N.Y., 1928. First ed. «35
THE SIGN AT SIX by S. Edwe White. London, no date. I1luse. «50
ditto: another copy: Indianapolis, 1912. First ed. Illus. «50
THE EYE OF ISTAR by Wm. Le Queux., London, 1897. First edn, 118,90
ADVENTURES IN TIME AND SPACE ed. by Healy & McComas. d/w. 1000pp<. 00
FANCIFUL TsLES by Frank Stockton. N.Y., 1922. & fantasy tales .25

WEST LNDIA LIGHTS by H. S. Whitehead. 1946. mint, d/w 2.25
MISS FINGAL by L. L. Clifford. N.Y., 1919. First edn. .75
THE STORM OF LONDON by F. Dickberry. London, 1904. Rzre. +50
A VOYsGE TO PURILIA by E. Rice. N.Y., 1930. First edn. 50

CURIOS: SOME STRANGE ADVENTURES OF TWO BACHELORS by Richard
Marsh. N.Y., no date (circa 1900). TIllus. Front end-paper
missing. Reading copy of an extremely sought-after title «75
THE DRUMMER OF THE DawN by Raymond Paton. London, 1914. A «50
rare and seldom-seen superman novel. )
THE OTHER PASSENGER by John Keir Cross. 18 shorts. mint d/w 1.75
MORWYN by John Cowper Powys. London, 1937. First edn. 1.00
DAWN OF FLAME aND OTHZR STORIES by Stanley G. Welnbaum. N.Y.,
1936. One of 250 existing coples. New and perfect. 25.00

FAN  MAGCAZINES WANTED:

READER & COLLECTOR: Vol., 1 #1, 2 and 6. VAMPIRE: #1.
FAN SLANTS: #1. THE GHOST: #1 and 4.
SHANGRI-L'AFFAIRES: #1-9 inclusive.

FaNTASCIENCE DIGEST: #2-8 inclusive; 13.

TOMORROW (English): all excegt vol. 2, #2 and 3.
SCIENCE-FANTASY CORRESPONDENT: #1 and #3.

AMATEUR CORRESPONDENT: all after vol 2, #2 o

FANTASITE: #1-5 inclusive; 7-11 inclusive; all after 13.

First come, flrst served. - A. Langley Searles
Please c¢rder promptly to 7 Bast 235th Street
avoid disappointment. Address: New York 6b, N, Y.



BARGAINS

Here are reel "Get-Acjuainted Specisls"
in brend new, cloth-bound books, Order
by postcard end we'll ship C.0.D. plus
postage. Send remittance with order to
save postage and fees,

ZLIVER T FROIT EVA
by Paul Bailey. Recommended as ons ofthe
best weird novels of recent years, A mas-
terpisce of uninhibited horror. We're not
revealing its awosome secrets, Only $1.89,

- = = HoB = =~ =~

FLOWERS OF EVIL
by Baudelaire, Beresford Igen illuptra-
tions, In this book Baudelaire depicted
the very essence of evil and of beauty,
of tke macabre and the fantastic, His

tortured emotions are conveyed in & su--

perb and perceptive prose translatiou,
Lavishly illustreted, Limited editioncof
1499 numbered copies, Exquisite binding!
Published at $10, While they last, $3,95!

« - = HoS = = =
CANAPE-VERT

by Philivpe Thoby-Marcelin. Haiti and
voodoo rites, cockf{ights, superstition,
primitive sex life, savage dances and

native rum, Voodoo ceremonios drameti-
cally described, Illustrated. Reg, $2,50.
Our get-acquainted price, only $1,00!

- - - Ho§ - = =

FOX~TAYLOR RECORD
by W, G. Taylor, The messages received
by D. and irs, G, H, Taylor through Katie
Fox, Superb quarto volume, Illustrated,
Reguler $5,00, Our price, only $3,50!

0S4 -

THE BZST OF SCIENCXE-FICTION
Edited by Grofi Conklin, 40 of the great
8tf stories by 38 of the great authoers!
816 peges! Your library must have it} $3},

IN FANTASY

THE VICARION
by Gardner Hunting. Storyof a man who
recaptured time and gave it to the crowd,
He couldu't know the effect it would
have! 400 pages, regular $24. Only $1!

- = = HoS = - =~

TITUS GROAN
by Mervyn Peake, A gallory of gnarled
human srotesques; e cobwebby, cendlelit
escupe from life in a fantastic castile
filled with strange, haunting terror,
segular $3,00. Our price, only $1,49!

-~ ~ = HobS - - =

TO VALK Th:i MIGHT
by Wiliiaw Sloene, Norm:l pceople bocome
involvad with ihe superauiursl---end find
they are unable to combat it! Often said
ta be one of tho thres best weird tales
aver written! %o have only a few copies
left of the reprint edition---at $1.49,

- - - HoS - = -

SATANISH: AND WITCHCRAFT
A study in ledieval Superstition bv Julus
lichelet. The mge of unbridled plensure
and sensuality, learned philosopiers,
witches, hobgoblins and wizards; a prou.
church and the Black liass; the reign o
Satan ond the weird rites of the damned,
You must own it! 352 peges; only $1.96.
© =~ - HoS -~ - =
A TREASURY OF SCIENCZ-FICTION
Edited by Groff Conklin, Just published!
Thirty marvellous stories of superscience.
For every librery) Over 500 pages! $2.98.

—_
F P E Tl Send an order for at

\ = Y least $10 end choose

eay book as a gift!

"ALIIGHTY ATOI™ ($1.00) will be included
llfree with any size order if requested!

ANY SIZE ORDER PUTS YOU ON OUR PERMANENT MAILING LIST

HOUSE OF STONE

LUNENBURG 27 MASS,
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